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Ku Klux Klan visit |bodies make new appeals 


pacifist community 


“NOT INTERESTED IN 


PRINCIPLES ” 


From Richard Baker 


ANOTHER shooting and a visit by a 

procession of 70 cars of the Ku Klux 
Klan endangered the people of Koinonia 
Farm, inter-racial pacifist Christian com- 
munity in the US South, recent newscasts 
from radio station WSB, Atlanta, state. 


The newscast, March 5, was understood to 
say at least two shots were fired, one breaking 
the mirror of an automobile a watchman was 
sitting in. 

An attempt to get Koinonia to sell all 
property and move away was made by the 70 
automobile motorcade, reported in a March 3 
newscast. Norman Long, Koinonia President, 
refused the proposal, saying that would be 
against certain principles of the community. 


“We are not interested in principles,” the 
Klan spokesman was quoted as saying. 


No physical violence was reported during the 
visit of the motorcade. 


Located at Americus, Georgia, Koinonia was 
reported to be watched by the Georgia Bureau 
of Investigation for the past year, an earlier 
newscast over WSB stated. This also revealed 
that the Federal Bureau of Investigation had 
been watching Koinonia since it was founded 
14 years ago. 


“Plug” for Navy 
an accident — BBC 


TP\HE BBC has admitted that an Admiralty 

recruiting announcement, broadcast in an 
interva! between two programmes for schools 
on January 21 was an error. 


Stuart Morris, General Secretary of the Peace 
Pledge Union, raised the matter in the follow- 
ing letter to the BBC on January 28. 

One of our members in Carlisle has written 
about an announcement made at 11.40 a.m, on 
January 21st in the middle of “ Broadcasts to 
Schools,” which advertised careers in the Army 
and Navy. 

I do not know the source of this annonunce- 
ment, but I would be grateful if you would 
let me have the text of it. 

If, as would appear, the BBC following a 
programme designed to help senior pupils in 
their choice of employment singled out the 
Army and Navy as a career, we would wish 
to register the strongest possible protest. 

The BBC’s School Broadcasting Manager, E. 
Rowan Davies, said in reply: 

... We were, of course, immediately aware 
of this accident. It was due to a misconception 
on the part of the particular announcer on duty 
who was unaware that the intervals between 
School programmes are always filled with 
either music, bells or silence. The department 
concerned has informed us that announcers are 
being instructed not to use these intervals, 
when they occur, in any other way, 

1 should be glad if you would be so good 
as to convey this information to your cor- 
respondent in Carlisle. 


The team that got away 


From the sports page of the London Daily 
Express, March 8, 1957 J 

South Africa’s table tennis team almost did 
not arrive at all. This is the first time in the 
world championship’s history that South Africa 
has been represented. 

The team consists of six non-Europeans, 
five players and their captain, the president 
of the South African Table Tennis Board, 
company director Cassin Bassa. 

When they were about to board the Stock- 
holm plane at Johannesburg Bassa was told by 
the political police : 

“We must check to see whether it is per- 
mitted for South Africa to be represented 
by non-Europeans. 

The minutes to departure time ticked by and 
still the police could not find their chief to get 
a decision. 

Then it was time for the plane to take off. 
“OK get on board,” Bassa was told, 

Before the plane was out of sight the head 
of police was finally contacted. “ You 
should not have let them go,” he is reported 
to have told his men, 

Is Bassa concerned about the consequences 
when he and his team return home after tour- 
ing Europe and finally appearing in the English 
Open table tennis championships ? 

*“ What consequences ?” he asks innocently. 
“We have done nothing wrong.” 


devices.” 


All tickets for main hall sold, 


more printing for gallery. 


SOPER, NIEMOLLER 
FOR LONDON 
PEACE RALLY 


ALL RESERVED SEAT tickets in the Main 
Hall for the big pacifist rally advertised on 
page three have been sold. 

More tickets are being made available for 
reserved seats in the gallery. These may 
be obtained from the headquarters of all 
British pacifist organisations. 


Wallace Hancock, Secretary of the Standing 
Joint Pacifist Committee writes: 


—<———— 


TO CHALLENGE THE 
PUBLIC CONSCIENCE 


' From Wallace Hancock 

FOR some months all the British pacifist 

organisations have been planning a 
great pacifist initiative: a drive to capture 
the public imagination and challenge the 
public conscience, 

We want to give direction to what 
is universal common sense, in the 
literal meaning of these two words. It is 
common knowledge that another war will 
end civilisation, and it is therefore sense, 
common to pacifists and non-pacifists alike, 
that it must not happen. 

How can the clash be avoided ? 

Men and women are beginning to see 
that deterrents and fear are useless and that 
pacifists have the only alternative: dis- 
armament. 

All Peace News readers should show by 
their presence at Friends’ House at 7 p.m. 
on March 26 that they are prepared to take 
their part in a great pacifist drive. 

Speakers will be Leslie Hale, MP, Mar- 


jorie Lewis, Professor Dame Kathleen 
Lonsdale and Dr. Martin Niemoller, with 


Dr. Donald Soper in the chair, 
(See advertisement— page three) 


City Councillors asked 
“Are you a pacifist?” 
A QUESTIONNAIRE on the H-bomb 


sent to all the City Councillors is 
front page news in Peterborough. 


Mr. Robert Trafford, Fellowship Party 
nominee for the May elections to the City 
Council, is to decide which ward he will con- 
test after he has had all the Labour candidates’ 
replies to the following questions : 


1, Are you a pacifist ? 
2.1f you were ordered to drop an H-bomb 


which would kill a million people (half of 
them children) would you obey that order 
if it were in defence of a just cause ? 


3.Do you think that any cause can justify the 
issuing of such order ? 


4.If you had a son of military age would you 
allow him to enter the armed services, where 
he might receive such an order ? 


5.Do you think that the best way to preserve 
peace is to arm for war, 
Space is provided for “Yes,” “No,” and 


“Don’t know” answers. 


Mr, Trafford will treat replies in the strictest 
confidence. 


The decision to send out the questionnaire 
was taken at the first meeting of the Peter- 
borough Fellowship Party on March 1 at 
which Mr, Trafford presided, reports the Peter- 
borough Standard. 

The meeting also agreed to collect signatures 
for a petition against H-bomb tests and this, 
too, has had considerable publicity in the 
Peterborough press. 

Mr. Trafford, a well-known Peterborough 
school-teacher, contested the East Ward seat 
on the City Council last year. He is Midlands 
Organiser for the Fellowship Party. 


PEACE NEWS REPORTER 
[TWENTY British MPs have signed a motion calling on their 
Government to “lay proposals before the Disarmament Com- 
mission for an immediate ban on the testing of any further nuclear 


This is one of many moves in the political 
field which have been taken to stop the British 
H-bomb tests due to start in the Pacific this 
month. 


In London the newly-formed National 
Council for the Abolition of Nuclear Weapon 
Tests is calling for the lobbying of MPs at 7 
p.m. on Monday (March 18), the day on which 
the United Nations Disarmament Sub-Com- 
mittee meetings open, In this they hope to 
have the support of the Movement for 
Colonial Freedom. 


British Quakers have been asked by their 
Peace Committee to give the Council their full 
support and to do all that they can in their 
own locality to make known their opposition 
to the tests. 


The national executive body of the Society 
of Friends, the Meeting for Sufferings, has 
sent a letter to the Prime Minister reminding 
him of the moral objection which the Quakers 
share with many other people “to the manu- 
facture and testing of nuclear weapons.” 


“Grave danger” — Quakers 


The letter continues : 


“ Because of the grave danger, not only to 
existing populations, but also potentially to 
generations yet unborn, we appeal for a 
complete abandonment by this country of 
the testing of nuclear bombs by explosion, 
and, in particular, for the cancellation of 
the test proposed to be made in the Pacific 
this spring. 

“We are convinced that such an initiative 
on the part of Great Britain would exercise 
a powerful influence on the policies of other 
countries.” 


In an editorial, “Stop the Tests,” the Quaker 
journal, The Friend, says : 

“ All of us will want to try to do some- 
thing, even if (as is likely) it can only be a 
small witness, to share in the concern for 
stopping the crime which our beloved 
country has willed to commit in the Pacific 
in the weeks immediately ahead.” 

This week The Friend publishes a long 
report from a Quaker in Japan regarding feel- 
ing in that country against the tests. 

In a letter to the Manchester Guardian pub- 
lished on Tuesday, the Secretary of the United 
Nations Association, David Ennals, urged the 
postponement of further tests because of the 
dangers of radio-activity. He quoted the pro 
nouncement made by the chairman of the US 


PEACE SYMBOL 
UNVEILED 


A sculpture (right) representing the Dove of 
Peace, released by redemptive suffering sym- 
bolised by the pierced hand of Christ, was 
unveiled at the entrance to Kingsway Hall, 
London, last Sunday evening. 


Speakers from the troubled lands of Cyprus, 
British Guiana and Malaya spoke on the 
theme of the sculpture. British pacifists were 
represented by Steve Race. 


Dr, Soper (left below) conducted the cere- 
mony of dedication, the unveiling being 
performed by Sandra Vincelli, aged 9, and 
Roberta Keen, aged 4. 


Protests over H-tests growing 


STOP THIS CRIMEIN 
THE PACIFIC 


Political and religious 


AU gga TUNE AEA a tAN Rg at DERN AIEEE pg Hg ENA AEE AA TEEN 
Tests: What you can do 
IN BRITAIN 


Write to your MP and to the Prime Minister. 


If you are opposed to all H-bomb tests, write 
also to the Soviet Embassy (18 Kensington 
Palace Gardens, London, W.8) and to the 
US Embassy (Grosvenor Square, London, 
W.1) urging that their governments, too, 
abandon further H-tests. A Soviet test 
explosion took place last week, 

Obtain petition forms from either the Liberal 
Party (Local associations or 58 Victoria 
Street, London, S.W.1), or from the Fellow- 
ship Party (Midlands Organiser, R. Trafford, 
BA, 200 Eastfield Road, Peterborough). 

If you are opposed to all war preparations in- 
dicate this by joining the Peace Pledge 
Union (6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1\), 
or, if wishing to work particularly within the 
Christian Church, The Fellowship of Recon- 
ciliation (29 Great James Street, London, 
W.C.1). 


IN OTHER COUNTRIES 


Urge your government to call on Britain, the 
USSR and the USA to halt further tests. 
Join the War Resisters’ International in their 
campaign to abolish all war (details of your 
local organisation from the International 
headquarters: 88 Park Avenue, Enfield, 
Middx., England). 
EVERYWHERE 

Order extra copies of Peace News and dis- 
tribute them in your locality (Obtainable 
from 3 Blackstock Road, London, NA, at 
the special rate of 2s. 9d. doz. post tree). 


Ragas! ANA gags Mag gt gg Ng AE AEN gt AANA gE ATH 
Congressional Atomic Energy Committee last 
week on the dangers of fall-out: “I do not 


believe anyone knows enough about this sub- 
ject as yet, including the experts. There is 
certainly room for differences of opinion.” 


The “sit down” ships 


In London last week more volunteers told 
Peace News that they were willing to go into 
the cordoned-off area in the Pacific if ship- 
ping were available. 

According to the New York Times’ Tokio 
Correspondent the question of “sit-down” 
ships was still the subject of public debate in 
Japan last week, with the Prime Minister and 
the All-Japan Seaman’s Union against the 
venture. 
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“NEGLIGIBLE” HAZARDS 


“PHE present and foreseeable hazards, including genetic effects 

from external radiation due to fall-out from the test- 
explosions of nuclear weapons fired at the present rate and in the 
present proportion of the different kinds, are considered to be 
negligible,” said the Prime Minister last week. 


He was rejecting a suggestion from Mr. Warbey, MP, that the pro- 
posed Pacific tests should be postponed with a view to discussions aimed 
at the abandoning of all further tests. 


A few days earlier, addressing a gathering of MPs, Professor Haddow, 
Director of the Research Institute of the Royal Cancer Hospital, had 
remarked that if, as is supposed, the incidence of leukaemia, a form of 
cancer of the blood, was directly proportional to radiation dosage “ then 
atomic explosions to date would have been responsible for a few hundred 
cases in the American and British populations over the next 15 to 20 years, 
and a few thousands in the world population.” 


If it is reasonable to engage in the destruction of hundreds of men, 
women and children to help to settle the Suez problem there is obviously 
no reason why we should stick at the infliction of cancer on a few thousand 
people in order to be better ready to engage in the next world war, 


These cancer cases are only part of the story, however; Professor 
tladdow emphasised the high degree of doubt that exists at to what is being 
done to human beings by these tests, and pointed out that calculations in 
this field were under constant revision. Even in the months since the British 
and United States reports, upon which the Governments were relying, had 
been published new ideas had come forward which would render obsolete 
our earlier standards in this matter. ‘‘ There had recently been second 
thoughts on the permissible radiation level ; the United States had reported 
a threefold reduction in the maximum permissible exposure.” 

Doctor Libby, the American Atomic Energy Commissioner, holds that 
the level of strontium-90 in the 1970s will have reached a level that is held 
to be as dangerous as that laid down in the standards of the British 
Medical Research Council. 


* * 


7I.O us, the most distressing phenomenon in the world today is to 
be found in the levity and irresponsibility of the leading 
statesmen. 

Wherever we look there is evidence of this, but it finds its most 
awful manifestation in the way in which the Governments—and many 
scientists—are brushing aside questions about radio-active fall-out. 

Furthermore, in our gencration we have seen warfare deliberately ex- 
tended from combatants to non-combatants and an increasingly callous 
lack of concern that children are to be destroyed as well as adults, 

In the type of warfare for which we are now preparing we shall be 
adding to the destruction of children the destruction of the unborn, for in 
a new world war with nuclear weapons what the combatants will be destroy- 
ing will be not only the present gencration but the progeny of such un- 
happy beings as may be left alive to breed. This is an aspect of the matter 
that is not being questioned, . 

There is, of course, doubt in regard to the extent of the damage 
that is being done in the H-tests. Some scientists, while admitting the 
limitations of man’s capacity for knowledge in this field in the present 
state of science, confess to very grave fear, There are others who can light- 
heartedly set aside any harmful consequences as “negligible.” It is upon 
these that the governments prefer to depend. 

We hold this to be a * crime against humanity ” which is only less 
black than nuclear warfare itself. 


* * 


WE have, of course, a great deal in common with the view ex- 
pressed by Sybil Morrison in a letter on page five that the 

question of the abandonment of the development of nuclear 

weapons is bound up with the abandonment of war itself. 

We fecl, however, that she is permitting herself less than her usual 
clarity of vision when she urges that we should not concern ourselves about 
H-bomb tests on the grounds “only ” of their danger to the human race. 
We are prompted to refer particularly to this letter because of its remark, 
related to the above-mentioned comment, that it is inadvisable to base a 
pacifist protest on fear. It depends surely upon what it is that is feared. 


It seems to us that a fear as to what we may be doing to future 
gencrations is inseparable from morality. 


Newborn Ghana faces 


ON the very first day of Ghana's 


independence, there was a state 
reception and ball at the new State 
House in Accra. During the very first 
dance, Her Royal Highness, the 
Duchess of Kent, her diamond tiara 
glittering, danced with Prime Minister 
Kwame Nkrumah, dressed in_ his 
green and gold kente toga. This 
symbolised more than anything else 
the birth of a new order in West 
Africa. 


One American Negro whispered 
that to see the Duchess and the 
Prime Minister together on the 
dance floor was worth the 16,000 
mile round-trip journey. It was 
worth, as a symbol, the 113 years 
to the day of the struggle of the 


people of the Gold Coast for 
independence. 
There are many signs, both 


dramatic and colourful, of the birth 
here of this new nation. The new 
red, gold, and green flag (with a 
black African lodestar for hope) flies 
where the Union Jack will never fly 
again. Women in the streets dance 
the uninhibited “high life,” often 
wearing dresses made from material 


with huge life-sized portraits of 
Nkrumah, Crowds shout “ free- 
dom, free-dom’ and yell “show 


boy ” whenever Nkrumah comes into 
view. 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 


The opening of the first national 
assembly was a solemn affair, with 
the Duchess of Kent and the new 
Governor-General participating. The 
parliamentary system seems firmly 
established, although the members 
look like ancient Roman senators in 
their bare-shouldered togas. 


from Dr. HOMER JACK 
One of the debates of the old 


Legislative Assembly in recent weeks 
had to do with the colonial Accra 
Club, almost opposite Parliament. 


This has never admitted Africans 
or Asians as members or as guests. 
After great pressures, the club 
reluctantly voted’ to lift the colour 
bar several weeks ago. 


Four hours before independence, 
some 150 journalists from all over 
the world, including West Africa, 
had supper and a briefing in this 
club; Accra Press representatives 
privately testified that it was the 
first time that Africans had ever 
entered this last stronghold of 
racism, in other than a menial 
capacity. 


Now that Ghana is free, its 
5,000,000 citizens have much work to 
do and the whole world will be 
watching. First it must face economic 
problems. While Ghana does not 
have the lowest standard of living in 
Africa, one actually higher than 
Nigeria or India, it is unbelievably 
low: fifty pounds per head per year. 


Unfortunately, Ghana has a one 
crop economy—cocoa. The price of 
cocoa is declining. It is difficult to 
diversify agriculture quickly and 
industries are few. Hydro-electric 
power is plentiful if the Volta River 
can be dammed. 


Outside capital is needed, but at 
what price ? Nkrumah in his recent 
autobiography calls for a_ socialist 
society, saying that “capitalism is too 
complicated for a newly independent 


WOLFGANG 

HARICH, of East Berlin Univer- 
sity has been sentenced to penal 
servitude for ten years. His crime is 


ROFESSOR 


described as treason. His guilt 
appears to lie in the advocacy of free 
speech, the removal of Socialist Unity 
Party dictatorship, and the abolition 
of the secret police; and, in the 
economic sphere, the abandonment 
of compulsory collectivisation in 
agriculture and the development of a 
mixed economy in which, on the 
foundation of socialist organisation 
of industry, a place should be given 
to private enterprise. 


He sought to submit these views 
for consideration within the Socialist 
Unity Party, but the leaders refused 
to take note of them. In his advocacy 
of these conceptions he is charged 
with having made contact or having 
sought to make contact with East 
German Social Democrats, whose 
organisation is, of course, illegal, and 
the Petéfy group in Hungary who 
were responsible for the development 
of similar ideas in Hungary which 
influenced the workers’ revolt in that 
country. 

The trial was practically secret. 
No western journalists were admitted 
and only two from East Germany, 
the representatives of the official news 
agency and the Party organ. Not 
much can be learned therefore about 
the conduct of the trial, but Sebastian 
Haffner, writing to the Observer 
from Berlin, says that ‘‘ apparently 
the movement did not get beyond the 
talking stage, although the indictment 
gives the impression that it soon 
gathered a great number. of 
adherents.” 

Whether we are Social Democrats 
or Communists, or hold other politi- 
cal views, we may be thankful that 
throughout Western Europe (outside 
Spain and Portugal) the word treason 
has a different significance. 


Indian eriticisma 


A LTHOUGH the criticism levelled 
~* by an Indian journal concerning 
the recent State visit to Portugal was 
ill-considered and intemperate, and 
based on a garbled version of what 
had taken place, and had _ subse- 
quently to be apologised for by Mr. 
Nehru, this incident does draw atten- 
tion to the drawbacks of the position 
of the monarch, and in particular it 
indicates that there must be occasions 
when a Commonwealth country must 
have the right to offer an opinion on 
the use that is being made of the 
monarch. 


In the visits of Heads of States to 
each other it is necessary that a blind 
eye shall be turned to the types of 
regime they represent. Just as Presi- 
dent Eisenhower had to ignore the 
very unpleasant aspects of King 
Saud’s regime in Saudi Arabia, when 
he received that monarch, so the 
British Queen’s visit to Portugal 
required that there should be a tactful 
disregard of the fact that this Jand 
was a very queer example indeed of 
the “ free world.” 


the future 


nation,” However, a socialist society 
cannot attract very much non-govern- 
mental capital from abroad, 

_ During the independence celebra- 
tions, Nkrumah® testified in several 
speeches that ‘foreign investment 
will be encouraged.” Even if capital 
is available, there is a real problem 
of low productivity. Nkrumah him- 
self warned his people on the first 
day of independence that idleness, 
neglect, carelessness, and corruption 


“ 


are “ anti-social.” 


CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 


The new Ghana also faces the 
problems of sectionalism. In addition 
to the people living along the coast, 
there are the Ashanti people (who 
produce much of the agricultural 
wealth) and the poorer people in the 
Northern Territories. Also there is 
the rebellious British Togoland region 
to the West awarded to the Gold 
Coast recently by the United Nations 
and formerly German territory before 
World War I. 

The Central Government has not 
consolidated its authority over these 
groups, quite apart from recurring 
problems with the various chiefs, The 
Present opposition party jn Parlia- 
ment is composed of the Ashanti 
group. 

They may not be a threat to 
Nkrumah’s Convention —_ People’s 
Party now, but they might be in 
the future. Nkrumah agreed to a 
last-minute compromise with certain 
guarantees in the new constitution 
and this prevented any unfortunate 
incident during independence week. 
However, the opposition was given 
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This is one of the more distasteful 
jobs that has to be performed by 
monarchy, which is so constructed 
that while it is an instrument at the 
disposal of the politicians it has little 
power itself. This is really limited to 
the very essential function of smooth- 
ing over the change from one 
government to another, and there is 
much to be said for a monarchy 
limited in this way over other 
methods of contriving this necessary 
change-over. 


Human price 


NJEVERTHELESS the human price 
4% that has to be paid by royalty 
in the fulfilment of its functions is 
considerable. The monarch is ab- 
stracted from society to be perched 
on the summit of social standing, and 
has to operate as the symbol of the 
nation’s power and prestige; he or 
she must accept an “arranged” 
marriage; occupy the same _tradi- 
tional residences, move about in a 
carefully planned way, sceing only 
what it is intended shall be seen, 


| East Germany | 
The Monarchy 


Conscription 
Hospitality 


both at home and abroad; and un- 
questioningly abide by the dominant 
religious creed. 

Royalty is desirable, according to 
Walter Bagehot, because of the 
feebleness of understanding of the 
mass of men in regard to the business 
of government. “ Royalty is a govern- 
ment in which the attention of the 
nation is concentrated on one person 
doing interesting actions.” 

However, the price that the mon- 
arch has to pay for being the nation’s 
symbol of its sclf-evaluation is the 
abandonment of many of the rights 
that the common citizen holds to be 
necessary to his well-being: freedom 
of speech, action and movement; and 


freedom of choice in faith and 

partner. 

Conscription and 
conscience 


M[PHE current issue of the War 

Resister contains a revised pre- 
sentation of the very valuable tables 
compiled from time to time by the 
War Resisters’ International head- 
quarters showing the situation in 
regard to conscription in as many 
countries as it has been possible to 
obtain information. 

Setting aside the rejection of con- 
scription as an intolerable invasion 
of men’s liberty (a position held by 
Britain until the early years of this 
century), it is probably a reasonably 
fair generalisation to say that, apart 
from certain obvious exceptions, the 
degree to which it is possible to 
obtain information is on the whole 
an indication of the stage in a 
developed civilisation that has been 
reached ; and that although a degree 
of recognition of the right of con- 
scientious objection is an important 
indication of the development of 
liberal standards of tolerance, it 
comes second to the freedom’ that 
makes possible the circulation of in- 
formation. 

One of the obvious exceptions that 
we have in mind is Saudi Arabia. 
Here it is known that there is no 
system of conscription, but this is a 
case where the development of civi- 


lised standards has not even reached 
the stage where conscription is 
administratively possible. 


Faets on C.O0.’s 


O information can be given 

regarding Albania, but we feel 
that there is little doubt that conscrip- 
tion is applied here, and the fact that 
the WRI has not even been able to 
get a reply on this simple fact is 
merely another point to be added to 
the count that it has been impossible 
to obtain information on the position 
of COs. 

There is conscription for both men 
and women in Syria and also in Israel. 
No information can be obtained about 
CO cases in Syria, but although Israel 
suffers under a heavy-handed censor- 
ship the WRI finds it possible to 
obtain information about resisters 
there. 


Reeognition 


DESPITE a curious inconsequen- 
tiality about the Israel position it 
seems to us clear that this fact of the 
availability of information in Israel 
is an indication of superior civilised 
standards as compared with Syria. 
The remarkably curious fact regard- 
ing the Israeli recognition of cons- 
cience we have referred to is that it 
is recognised only in regard to 
women and not to men; and that it 


must be on religious and moral 
grounds, _ aps 
There is conscription, but no 


available information, as to objectors 
from Thailand, as one would expect, 
and the same applies to Rumania, 
Persia, Iraq, Bulgaria, Egypt and 
Bolivia. 

There is no provision for conscien- 
tious objection in Belgium, France, 
Italy or Switzerland ; but the fact that 
there is no difficulty in obtaining 
information about those who resist 
conscription is, we believe, a clear 
indication of the more enlightened 
standards in regard to freedom of 
Opinion that obtain in these countries 
as compared with those we have 
referred to above, 

In these four countries endeavours 
are being made to obtain the recogni- 
tion of conscience, and it may be 
hoped that these countries will thus 
further extend their standards of toler- 
ance that set them above such states 
as Albania, Iraq and Bolivia. 


Shipwrecked 
CONGRATULATIONS 


to London’s Evening Standard 
for the headline last Saturday, 
“Islanders shared all they had with 
wrecked crew.” 

With feeling as it is between China 
and the West it was heartening to 
read that “ Chinese villagers on a tiny 
island shared everything they had 
with Captain Geoffrey Lund Lack, of 
Hampstead, and his crew when their 
ship ran aground recently,” 

The Standard’s Reuter report con- 
tinued : 

“Three hours after the grounding, 
St-year-old Captain Lack ordered his 
crew to abandon ship. They walked 
in shallow water to Reef Island, 
about 60 miles from the port of 
Foochow. 

“They waited on a rock until 
morning, then waded to a fishing 
village on another island 300 yards 
away. 

“*The villagers offered us food 
and shelter, and made a fire to dry 
our ee said Captain Lack. 

¢ et ou i 
they had” ‘ Is share everything 

The shipwrecked group travelled 
by junk next day to Pingtan Island 


and four days later sailed to Hong- 
Kong. 


Revealing report 


ASSOCIATED PRESS can reason- 
** ably be called an “impartial” 
news agency (as compared, say, with 
Tass). 

I was surprised therefore to see 
that a report on the Syrian pipelines 
last Saturday closed with this 
sentence (our italics): 


“The pipelines were sabotaged dur- 
ing the Anglo-French-Israeli_ invasion 
of Egypt.” 

To underline the irony, the report 
appeared in the Conservative Evening 


Standard (London). 


Competition for colleges 


NE month in Great Britain is the 
first prize (British cynics please 
keep your eyebrows down) in an 
American essay competition on the 
“Abolition of War,” open to all 
students in US and Canadian colleges. 


Full particulars may_be had from 
Charles Marland, c/o Friends World 
Committee, 20 South 12th Street, 


Philadelphia, USA. 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


The competition will remain open 
for 1957 and 1958, Awards will be 
made according to the number of 
entries from each college or school 
and there may well be many first 
prizes for different groups of colleges. 
Closing dates will be June 30 and 
December 31, 1957 and June 30, 1958, 


Charles Marland, British Quaker 
and Peace News reader tells me that 
offers of hospitality in Britain will be 
welcomed by the Committee, 


During the revolt 


A MESSAGE sent from Hungary 
during the revolt last year is 
quoted in an unusual annual appeal 
issued this month by the War 
Resisters’ International from their 
headquarters at 88 Park Ave. En- 
field, Middlesex, England. 


The Hungarian, “distracted and 
distressed though he was,” enclosed 
a number of used stamps as his con- 
tribution to the work of the Inter- 
national (The WRI secure a useful 
contribution to their income from 
used postage stamps). 
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Pacifists report on 
Communist split in U.S.A. 


IGHT of America’s leading pacifists 

who attended last month’s Conven- 

tion of the American Communist Party as 
observers have issued their report. 


The Convention was a historic occasion for 


there are wide divergencies of opinion among 


CP leaders and members in the USA arising 


out of recent events in Poland and Hungary. 


The pacifists, present on the initiative of 


A. J. Muste who urged the value of the atten- 

dance of some non-Communist citizens who 

are in fundamental disagreement with much 

of Communist philosophy, were: 

A. J, Muste, Secretary Emeritus, Fellowship of 
Reconciliation. 

Dorothy Day, Editor, Catholic Worker. 

Roy Finch, Chairman, War Resisters’ League. 

Stringfellow Barr, Lecturer and publicist. 


Lyle Tatum, Peace Secretary for Middle 


Atlantic Region American Friends Service 
Committee. 
Bayard Rustin, 

Resisters’ League. 
Alfred Hassler, Director of 
Fellowship of Reconciliation. 
George Willoughby, Director, Central Com- 
mittee For Conscientious Objectors. 


(Titles are noted for purposes of identifica- 
tion only.) 


PROPOSALS REJECTED 


After reporting that the Convention was 
democratically conducted “ with vigorous dis- 
cussion of all matters brought to the floor,” 
the pacifists state: 


“The former Party Secretary, Eugene 
Dennis, in his opening report rejected the pro- 
posals of the French Communist, Jean Duclos, 
on certain key issues such as the primacy of 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 
Duclos has been regarded as an important 
channel for conveying the views of the Soviet 
Communist leaders to Western Parties. This 
time there were no recantations when the 
Duclos position was disclosed, as used to be 
the case. 


“Refusal to follow certain of the Duclos 
directives was sustained by the Convention by 
a two-thirds vote, or better, when matters of 
this kind came before it. 


“We deplore the fact that the convention 
arrived at no clear condemnation of the 
military intervention in Hungary. However, in 
view of the upheavals in Poland and Hungary, 
the open airing in the (New York) Daily 
Worker in recent months of wide divergencies 
among CP leaders and members, and the con- 
duct of the recent convention as we observed 
it, to suppose as some apparently do that the 
ferment in the Communist movement here and 
abroad is merely an elaborate stage effect and 
that ‘nothing is really happening’ seems to us 
to fly in the face of the evidence. f 

“Finally, we wish to protest vigorously 
against the continuance by Senator Eastland’s 
Senate Iniernal Security sub-committee of the 
un-American practice of governmental inquisi- 
tion into political opinions and activities, as 
instanced by the summons to Eugene Dennis 
to appear next Monday before the sub- 


committee.” 


Publications, 


To help the war on want 


The Council for “War on Want” announces 
a meeting on Friday, March 15, at 8 p.m., at 
the Friends Meeting House, Church Crescent, 
Muswell Hill Rd., London, N.10. The meet- 
ing will be chaired by Dennis Lovelace and 
the speakers will be Harold Campbell, 
Assistant Secretary London Co-operative 
Party, and Joseph Murumbi, Joint Secretary 
for the Movement for Colonial Freedom ; 
who has recently returned from a visit to 


Asia. 


103 FOR 2 


AT is how a cricket score- 

board might describe the 
present position of the Peace 
Pledge Union’s Headquarters 
Fund at the end of February. 
A score which England would 
have been glad to see on the 
board during the fourth 
innings of the fifth test match 
against S. Africa! And quite - 
a good start for us, even if not quite so good 
as last year when we had reached 115. We are 
very grateful to some old friends who have 
sent generous contributions early in the year as 
an encouragement. 


Though a cricket score is helped gaily along 
by the occasional six and a proportion of 
boundaries, no side is going to despise the shot 
through the covers for three or the leg glance 
which produces two or even the quickly run 
single. They all count in reaching the desired 
total, and the smaller amount which is all some 
can afford is as welcome as the larger gift which 
others find possible. What is important, as 
important as that we should reach our aim for 
the year and that the PPU should not be handi- 
capped by lack of money, is that every signatory 
and reader of Peace News should have a 
personal share in the day-to-day work of positive 
peacemaking. 

And what a lot of anxiety, and even expense, 
we should be saved if EVERYONE did take a 
fair share without the need of appeals or re- 
minders! So wilf you play the game and send 
up the score during the week ? 

STUART MORRIS, 
General Secretary. 


Total required to reach our aim £1,150 
Amount received to date £103 


Donations to the Peace Pledge Union, 
which are used for the work of the PPU, 
should be sent marked “‘ Headquarters Fund,” 
to the PPU Treasurer at Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


Executive Secretary, War 


CYPRUS: GOVERNMENT FACES 
POLITICAL FAILURE 


from Peggy Rushton 


R. DON DUNSTAN, Labour MP for Nor- 
wood, South Australia, and Mr, Ken 
Buckley, lecturer in Economic History at Syd- 
ney University, spoke at Kingsway Hail, 
London, recently, on conditions they found in 
Cyprus on their week’s fact-finding visit which 
concluded Jast month. 


Mr. Dunstan said that basically their view 
was that when a country formed a geographi- 
cal unit, reasonably capable of administration, 
and the population was capable of self govern- 
ment, then self determination should apply. 
“We find this situation applied in Cyprus.” 


It was clear from the Governor’s budget 
speech that he considered that the people of 
Cyprus were capable of running their own 
affairs, said Mr. Dunstan. 


He went on to say that they had been at 
pains to look at the case against self determina- 
tion. It appeared from Government publi- 
cations that the main argument was strategic. 


Detention law 


They had examined the statements by the 
Government that the Archbishop had_ been 
unreasonable, “but in our view Makaros 
retreated to an enormous extent from his prede- 
cessor’s uncompromising attitude. 


With regard to the Emergency Regula- 
tions, Mr. Dunstan said “ We find the nature 
and operation of the detention law extra- 
ordinary—something we never thought to see 
under a British Administration anywhere.” 
They could not see why any person should 
be detained without charge for unlimited 
periods. 


Dealing with allegations of violence against ; 


the security forces, Mr. Dunstan said that the 
nature of the regulations made it impossible to 
test them except when a man died and an 
inquest took place! 

“We find it extraordinary,” he said, “that 
the Government should amend the law to for- 
bid actions against the police without the prior 
consent of the Attorney General.” It had been 
made clear to them that it was extremely diffi- 
cult for counsel to cxamine evidence in this 
connection, “and this has many times been 
made more difficult by the action of the 
Government.” 


Press provisions 


Mr. Dunstan went on to criticise the Press 
provisions. The Press was prevented from 
examining various allegations and had been 
threatened with suppression for even the most 
moderate expression of opinion. This was so 


Three great men 


JN my pursuits as a clergyman, as a 

traveller and a writer, I have tried to 
extract the insights that three men have revealed 
to me,” Dr. Homer Jack told a Peace News 
meeting in London recently, 

The three men were, Gandhi, Schweitzer and 
Einstein. ‘Three men I believe will be 
remembered after most else has been forgot- 
ten.” 

Dr. Jack was in London for 48 hours en 
route to Ghana for the independence celebra- 
tions. 

“T hope mankind can prevent a hydrogen 
war,” Dr, Jack continued, ‘‘I am not sure. I 
tend to be a ‘pessimistic optimist,’ as Albert 
Schweitzer often says, but it seems to me that, 
using the insights of these three minds, as well 
as the teachings of the saints of all ages, of 
all religions of all times, perhaps mankind can 
avoid this catastrophe, which we in America 
are fecling just as deeply and keenly as you 
in the British Isles.” 


Fellowship conference 
from VIVIAN WORTHINGTON 


MPSHE British Branch of the Fellowship of 
Friends of Truth has now been in exist- 
ence for 12 months, and its first annual con- 
ference was held at Jordans over the weekend 
of February 15-17. The thing that characterised 


the conference was its enthusiasm. 


The secretary reported an increase in mem- 
bership from the original eight of a year ago 
to the present figure of 102, and a healthy 
surplus of cash in hand. 

Our fellow member, Arlo Tatum, secretary of 
the War Resisters’ International, spoke to the 
conference on “ Pacifism: The Inward Basis ” 
and dealt critically with the psychology of the 
pacifist, questioning some of the concepts that 
bedevil pacifist thinking and render it often so 
sentimental and ineffective. 

The conference then considered Vinoba 
Bhave and Sarvodaya, and these sessions were 
spoken to by Bob Steele, who was recently in 
India filming the Bhoodan Movement. The 
discussions revealed _a_ strong feeling among 
members that the FFT should closely align 
itself with the movement for Sarvodaya first 
initiated by Gandhi and being carried on so 
very practically by Vinoba, The original Land 
Gift movement had now been modified and 
expanded to include gifts of wealth and of 
whole village communities, and was reaching 
into industrial and political life and finding 
practical applications there. 

Due to the dearth of Sarvodaya literature in 
this country, it was decided to start a reference 
and lending library of these books and also of 
general FFT literature. 

It was proposed to have a study weekend in 
the late summer, devoted entirely to the subject 
of Sarvodaya, and it is hoped that Donald 
Groom, who is returning to this country for 
the summer months and who is working with 
Vinoba, may be available, 


in the case of the Times of Cyprus, “ which 
in our view: has adopted a line of great 
moderation and responsibility in the affairs of 
the Colony.” 


The two men had talked with the Turkish 
leaders and had been particularly impressed 
with those at Famagusta and Limassol. The 
same sense of responsibility had not becn 
shown in their opinion by Dr. Kutchuk. They 
had concluded that some Greek Cypriots had 
discriminated against Turks and this has some- 
times been increased by the wilful exacerbation 
of communal troubles. But they did not find it 
impossible for both communities to live 
together. They found that several of Dr. 
Kutchuk’s allegations did not stand up to even 
the most cursory examination. 


Partition, they believed, was completely 
impractical and would lead to no solution of 
the present political situation. 


They had come to the conclusion that now, 
as a result of the Government’s political acti- 
vity, there was a complete hardness of Greek 
Cypriot feeling and hostility towards the Gov- 
ernment, and that, whereas, before the emer- 
gency there had been many dissident voices 
from the Greek Cypriot leaders, these no longer 
existed. Many Greek Cypriots who were pre- 
pared to co-operate with the British had been 
forced by the Emergency to revise their 
opinions. 


The Government had sought to suppress the 
leadership of organisations holding differing 
political views from their own. 

Whatever had been the military success of 
the Government, it was, in fact, faced with 
complete political failure. 


Danish chairman 


BEXLSE ZEUTHEN of Denmark is the new 
International Chairman of the Women's 
International League for Peace and Freedom. 
She joined the WILPF in 1933, and became 
Chairman of the Danish Section in 1942. Since 
1946 she has been a member of the Inter- 
national Executive. 

In 1953 she was elected to the Danish 
Parliament. 

She says, “ My political interests date back 
to my childhood and school days, but ex- 
periences during the war made it clear to me 
that women ought to be much more active 
politically.” 


Peace college plan 


UNDER the stimulus of Professor T. F. 

Lenze’s book TowarDs A SCIENCE OF 
PEACE a group of persons in Lancashire, some 
of whom are pacifists are to undertake a special 
study and training programme dealing specifi- 
cally with human relations. They hope to 
found a residential Peace College, conduct 
correspondence courses and hope eventually to 
form Peace Centres in each town or con- 
stituency. 

The Peace College will also aim at the con- 
struction of a general philosophy, a common 
framework of collective thought upon which 
international peace organisations can work, 

The organiser is P. Deigham, A. Smith is 
director of studics and the secretary is T. 
Slater. Readers who are interested in the 
project should wnte to the secretary, 23 Kes- 
wick Rd., Lancaster, Lancs. 


At a glance 


November 9, 1957 begins a sixteen day World 
Vegetarian Congress at Bombay. Dr. 
Rajendra Prasad, President of the Republic 
of India will inaugurate the Congress, 

Collective fines Icvied on the Cypriot com- 
Munity now total £106,950. 

Britain has now authorised two Swiss delegates 
from the Red Cross, Dr, Louis Gaillard and 
the Rev. Heri Junod, to inspect the Kenya 
detention camps where 31,000 Africans are 
being held without trial. 

The making of a film showing the alternatives 
available to those who refuse military service 
is planned by some 30 representatives of 
various American religious agencies. 

Civil defence in Barking cost £4,679 last year. 
Of this sum the Essex County Council 
granted £4,678 and the Home Office £1. 

The Ford Foundation has made a grant of 
$25,000 in general support of the Union of 
International Associations. With head- 
quarters in Brussels, the UIA is the only 
organisation in the world which specialises 
in the study, documentation and promotion 
= international non-governmental co-opera- 
ion. 

Indian Civil Liberties Union reports the sus- 
pension of trial by jury in Bombay, alle- 
gedly because it is so difficult to get jurors 
to serve. 

Documents captured by the prosecution in the 
South African “treason” trials as evidence 
against the accused included the United 
Nations Declaration of Human Rights, and 
books by Harold Laski, according to a report 
from the Movement for Colonial Freedom. 

Leslie Blackwell, QC, a former South African 
Judge and champion of the underprivileged, 
who is now practising in Rhodesia, has 
strongly criticised legal firms in Northern 
Rhodesia. In a letter to the Attorney 
General, Mr. B. A. Doyle, the famous QC 
alleges that lawyers in Northern Rhodesia 
almost consistently refused to act for Africans 
in political or semi-political cases or cases 
which involved the liberty of the subject. 
Africans were being forced to go outside 
Northern Rhodesia if they wished to secure 
legal representation. 
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PEACE NEWS HOLIDAY BUREAU 


will be pleased to help with your holiday 
enquiries. Selections of brochures from adver- 


tisers and suggestions offered without charge. 
Send a stamped addressed envelope to 


3 Blackstock Road, London N.4. 


THE COST OF LIVING 


Prescription charges—Food 
—lHousing and Rents 
RT. HON HAROLD WILSON, PC, MP 
DR. BARNETT STROSS, MP 
FRANK BESWICK, MP 


Chairman: 
DR. DAVIS STARK MURRY BSc MB, ChB 
Tuesday, March 19 1957 


at CAXTON HALL, London, S.W.I. 


(nearest Underground St. Jame’s Park) 
Entrance Is. 6d. Collection 
SOCIALIST MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 86 Rochester Rew, 
London, $.W.1. (ViCtoria 4962) in co-operation with the 
London Co-operative Society Political Committee and South 
Suburban Co-operative Society, Political Council. 


You must be there! 
SUNDAY, MARCH 24 


Procession of pacifist witness 
commencing outside 


KINGSWAY HALL at 7.30 p.m. 


following Dr. Soper’s evening 
service at 6.30 p.m. and 


TUESDAY, MARCH 26 


THE FAILURE OF VIOLENCE : 


THE CHALLENGE OF PACIFISM 
at 


FRIENDS HOUSE, EUSTON RD., N.W.I 
A mass meeting addressed by 


LESLIE HALE MP, MARJORIE LEWIS, 
KATHLEEN LONSDALE DBE, DSc., FRS, 
PASTOR NIEMOLLER. 
Chairman: Dr. DONALD SOPER 


Reserved seats /s. each, 600 Unreserved seats. 
Reserved seat tickets from the Secretary, 
Standing Joint Pacifist Committee, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.1. 


THE ANNUAL PUBLIC 
MEETING 


of the 


NATIONAL 
ANTI- VACCINATION 


LEAGUE 
will be held from 2.30 to 4.20 p.m. 


at 


ALLIANCE WALL, 
PALNER STREET, 
WESTHINSTER, S.W.1. 


on 
THURSDAY, MAY 9 
Speakers: Dr. GORDON LATTO 


(if free) 
Dr. BERTRAND ALLINSON, 
Mr. C. R. HOBSON, M.P. 
and Miss L. LIND-af-HAGEBY 


All are welcome Questions invited 


For further Information write to 
NATIONAL ANT-VACCINATION LEAGUE, 
2nd Floor, 26/28 Warwick Way, London §.W.! 
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Gandhi and 


Non-violence 


a short list of recommended titles 


TRUTH IS Gop, by M. K. Gandhi 4s. (3d.) 
SARVODAYA (the Welfare of all), 
by M. K. Gandhi 5s. (4d.) 


GANDHIAN TEACHINGS IN THE MODERN WORLD, 


Pyarelal 2s (3d.) 
Basic EpucaTIon, by M. K. Gandhi 3s. (3d.) 
Wuicuo Way Lies Hope? 

by Richard Gregg 2s. 9d. (3d.) 
RESISTING EvIL WITHOUT ARMS, 

by Horace Alexander 6d. (2d.) 


THE PRINCIPLES AND PHILOSOPHY OF BHOODAN 


Yana, by Vinoba Bhave 1s. (2d.) 
GANDHI TO VINOBA, 

by Lanzo del Vasto 21s. (9d.) 
PASSIVE RESISTANCE IN S. AFRICA, 

by Leo Kuper 21s. (9d.) 


THe STORY OF MY EXPERIMENTS WITH TRUTH 
First cheap edition of Gandhi’s autobiog- 
taphy 7s. 6d. (8d.) 


(Please add postage as shown in brackets) 


SEND YOUR BOOK ORDERS TO 
HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP 


the Peace News Booksellers 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
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VISCOUNT ALANBROOKE’S DIARIES REVEAL 


The Churehill myth 


OBODY has done more to create the Churchill Myth than 
Churchill himself. It is the myth of Churchill, the great 
war strategist, the master military mind whose genius planned 
victory and saved Britain in World War II. 
Unfortunately for Churchill other people who had a share in the 
directing and planning of the war were keeping diaries too, and when 
we have read Field-marshal Viscount Alanbrooke’s Diaries, edited by 


Arthur Bryant (“The Turn of the Tide,” Collins, 30s.), precious little 
Of course, these deadly criticisms of 


of the great myth remains. 


Churchill are coupled with fulsome flattery 
sprinkled on nearly every other page. 


But the hard facts emerge that the war was 
won (if indeed it has been won) not because 
of the leadership of Churchill but in spite of it. 
Indeed it looks as if Viscount Alanbrooke 
spent most of his time holding Churchill back 
from ventures which would have brought 
military disaster. 

Churchill’s failings, says Arthur 
“were impatience and impetuosity.” 


“Planned strategy,” Alanbrooke wrote, “was 
not his strong card. He preferred to work by 
intuition and impulse. He was never good at 
looking at all the implications of any course 
he favoured. In fact he frequently refused to 
look at them.” 


Now these sentences in themselves constitute 
a fairly formidable indictment of Churchill as 
a war leader and it is quite obvious from the 
book that it is perfectly justified. 


Before he became Prime Minister, Churchill 
was in favour of going to war with Russia 
over Finland ; a war which would have meant 
our fighting Germany and the Soviet Union 
at the same time. 


Alanbrooke called it “The Finnish Wild 
Goose Chase.” 


iat de) “a 


“The military possibilities of the expedition 
ever reaching its remote destination,” wrote 
Arthur Bryant, “or, if it did, in the face of 
German sea and air command of the Baltic 
and of Russian land power, ever returning, 
seemed to trouble the Cabinet little. The 
delay in despatching it arose, not from strategic 
considerations, but solely out of respect for the 
reluctance of the Swedish and Norwegian 
Governments to allow it to cross their 
territories.” 

If Churchill's advice had been followed then 
a large part of the British Army would have 
been lost before Hitler’s offensives in Western 
Europe had started. 


Again if Churchill’s orders had been carried 
out, a large part of the British Army in France 
would have been sacrificed after Dunkirk. 


Alanbrooke records how when he was in 
France he was rung up from 10 Downing 
Street. “Our talk lasted for close on half an 
hour and on many occasions his arguments 
were so formed as to give me the impression 
that he considered I was suffering from ‘cold 
feet’ because I did not wish to comply with 
his wishes. This was so infuriating that I was 
repeatedly on the verge of losing my temper.” 


He was opposed to Churchill’s proposal to 
sacrifice the 52nd Division when “there was 
no attainable object in view.” 

It is not without interest to note that 


Challenging views 


Rev. G. Hickman Johnson 
reviews 


All His Grace, by Dr. Donald O. Soper 
(Epworth Press, 4s. 6d.). 


rPHE whole Christian world, East and West, 
and multitudes outside the Christian 
Church, know Donald Soper as _a_ vigorous 
pacifist and socialist, utterly unafraid to ex- 
pound his convictions, and, whether on church 
premises or on Tower Hill or in Hyde Park, 
ready not only to give his reasons for the 
faith that is his, but to listen, and to debate 
views contrary to his own. 

Yet few in the Chuch or out of it know 
that his strong convictions on economics, 
politics and the social order derive directly 
from his deep religious experience, from his 
understanding of the Cross of his Lord and 
Master, Jesus Christ. This book of 120 pages 
reveals that truth. ‘The political, economic 
and social attitudes that I have adopted ex- 
press my own loyalty to Jesus Christ.” 

It is the most intimate thing that he has 
published ; one longs for more of the same 
sort, for this is the work of a true doctor of 
the soul. Most fittingly it is the Methodist 
Lenten Manual. One would hope that it will 
not only gain wide circulation but will be care- 
fully pondered on by every reader. 

The subject is, of course, Jesus and his Cross. 
In turn the chapters facet on various character- 
istics of Jesus—his single-mindedness _ his 
courage, his honesty, his meekness, and so on 
—but every time the personal challenge is 
frankly faced, The author’s personal experience 
of God, his endeavours, his aims and purposes, 
his continual failures are openly discussed that 
others may receive help thereby. It is indeed 
a most revealing book ; its style is friendly and 
intimate, but its conclusions are as challenging 
as the author on Tower Hill. 

The last chapter dwells on the sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper. Donald Soper is a leading 
influence in the Sacramental Fellowship of the 
Methodist Church—a High Church Methodist, 
some would say, even as John Wesley in his 
day. In this chapter he sets forth and offers 
to others what “the core of the Communion 
Service, the Eucharistic Prayer’ means to him. 
It is nothing less than “ the offering of Christ 
and of ourselves in Christ.” “Holy Com- 
munion with Jesus Christ is strictly the fruit of 
His Sacrifice and ours.” Here is comfort, for- 
giveness, renewal, hope—our only hope, 


Bryant 


says 
EMRYS | 
HUGHES MP 


Churchill’s account of this incident in his book 
is very different from that of Alanbrooke’s. 


Why did Churchill write that it was the 
General that phoned him up? Surely the 
generals were not in the habit of ringing up 
the Prime Minister to consult with him! 


One wonders how often in Churchill’s books 
similar incidents have been misreported. 


Ey ey 


Then there was the case of the operation 
in Libya. “The PM began with a survey of 
the world situation which was interesting. To 
my horror he informed us that the present 
Libyan operation is intended to be a large 
scale operation! How can we undertake two 
offensive operations on two fronts in the 
Middle East when we have not got sufficient 
for one.” 


There was the occasion when Churchill 
wanted to send an expedition to Trondheim, 
against the advice of the military experts. 
Later on there was another Churchill project 
for an invasion of Norway “ which remained 
for ‘Brooke a recurrent nightmare.” 

“Why he wanted to go back and what he 
was going to do there... . we never found out. 
The only reason he ever gave was that Hitler 
had unrolled the map of Europe, starting with 
Norway ... It had no strategic prospects of 
any kind and yet he insisted on returning to 
it. Heaven knows what we should have done 
in Norway had we landed there.” 

Alanbrooke’s explanation of why he refused 


to take over the command in N. Africa was 


Hungarian revolt 


ROBERT GREACEN reviews 


A Handful of Ashes, by Noél Barber (Wingate, 
12s. 6d.). 


NOEL BARBER, foreign correspondent of 
4% the Daily Mail, makes a business out of 
other people’s trouble. His publishers ‘tell 
how he was stabbed two years ago in Casa- 
blanca—and he gives us the details of how 
he was shot at in Hungary by a Russian sentry. 


His book naturally bears all the signs of 
haste and is not quite free of sentimentality. 
It lays on the colour pretty thickly. For all 
that, A HANDFUL oF ASHES conjures up a vivid 
picture of the Hungarian revolt as seen from 
an intensely personal viewpoint. While not 
dwelling unduly on them, Mr. Barber does 
bring out the brutality and squalor inseparable 
from an armed rising, however noble the aims 
of the revolutionaries. 


The hunting-down and killing of the secret 
police make grim reading. We are told of how 
these men were pursued even into the hospital 
in Budapest where Mr. Barber had been taken 


i for an emergency operation. One of the illus- 


trations shows a member of the secret police 
who had been beaten to death. 


There is one curious omission—not a single 
mention of Suez, which a great many observers 
believe had a direct bearing on the repressive, 
indeed barbaric, action of the Soviet Army 
after the fall of the Nagy Government. 


NEW EDITIONS 
Friendly Persuasion 


The Friendly Persuasion, by Jessamyn West, 
the story, or rather collection of stories, 
about a Quaker family in Indiana, was first 
published in this country in 1946, so some 
readers may have known it well for years. 
Recently, however, MGM have made a film 
of it in full colour and starring Gary 
Cooper. Hodder and Stoughton have, there- 
fore, reissued the story in the usual paper 
back format at two shillings for those who 
want “the book of the film” or who prefer 
the printed page to the silver screen. 


Record of victories 


Victories without Violence, by A. Ruth Fry, 
was first published by the Peace Book Club 
as long ago as 1939. Since then it has been 
available from the authoress and needed 
four times to be reprinted. Now it has been 
taken over and reissued by a London 
publisher, Dennis Dobson, at 4s. 6d. net. 
There is surely no need to commend this 
to pacifists for their own reading, but they 
should take this opportunity of introducing 
to a wider public this little book, much of 
the charm of which lies in the fact that it 
does not try to argue a case, but simply 
records the incidents and lets them argue for 
themselves. 


that it was imperative to have somebody at 
Churchill’s side to restrain him from rash 
adventures which would have lost the war! 


As a showman and as a patriotic spellbinder 
Churchill may have been superb but, if only a 
fraction of what is revealed in this book is 
true it is clear that had Churchill’s advice been 
taken Britain would have been defeated. 


at eke 
The account of the campaign in North 
Africa makes strange reading these days. 


After all the loss of life in N. Africa to 
prevent Rommel getting to Egypt where are 
we now? i 

Ten years after, the Germans are in Cairo 
holding an industrial exhibition and organising 
a trade drive in the Middle East and we have 
been ingloriously evicted. We are no longer 
astride the Suez Canal. The Germans are 
there. Rommel seems to have been victorious 
after all! 

Yes—what was it all about, this war in 
North Africa? 

What, in 1957, have we gained by the 
glorious victory of El Alamein? 

Did Churchill’s wonderful military victories 
really get us anywhere? 

Mr. Arthur Bryant explains that these 
extracts from Alanbrooke’s Diaries have been 
carefully selected. 

What we would really like to see published 
are the passages from the diary that Arthur 
Bryant has left out. 


BACK TO 1592 


IN 1592, when to declare one’s duty to God 
and to conscience before allegiance to a 
crown, or to the faith of the crown, was a 
traitorous deed, punishable by death, the 
house of one, Roger Rippon, in Southwark, 
became a non-conformist church, led by a 
“heretic ” minister, Francis Johnson. 


By 1593, sixteen members of this church had 
died in prison, and the three men, Green- 
wood, Barrows and Penry, who had con- 
ceived the notion of a break-away with 
prevailing religious dogma, had _ been 
executed. Francis Johnson, after a term of 
imprisonment in the notorious Clink jail, 
made his way to Holland with some members 
of his church. 


When the “ Mayflower” sailed for America in 
1620, Southwark exiles in Holland and those 
who had escaped persecution and death in 
London were probably among its passengers 
and crew, 


These links with the past were reforged last 
October with the opening in Southwark by 
the American Ambassador to Britain, the 
Honorable Winthrop W. Aldrich, of the new 
Pilgrim Fathers Memorial Church. 

They are also remembered by the ministry in 
that church of a Congregational clergyman, a 
well-known and respected pacifist, the Rev. 
Albert D. Belden. 

This new church was built to replace the 
Pilgrim Church which was destroyed by 
bombing in 1940. It stands at the junction of 
Spurgeon Street and Great Dover Street, at 
the corner of a new London County Council 
estate. 

The Rev. Albert D, Belden describes it as 
“another church where pacifists can worship 
and feel welcome.” He preaches there every 
Sunday at the 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. services. 


Be still and listen 


by RHODA BARNARD 


Clashing conflict : 
Earthly strife 

Which tears and rends 
The threads of life. 
Strident clamour 
Whose harsh sound 
Discordant grates 

Til fears abound 

And richochet from 
Mind to Mind, 

Til frantic Man 

No peace can find, 
But scuttles from 
Reality, 

To hide his head 

Lest he should see 
The chaos in the world. 


Escape ? 
Escape this din ? 
O Man! O Man! 


Why coward be 
When peace on earth 
Depends on thee ? 

Be still and listen 

To those souls 

Who sing in harmony 
With God. 


Jesus, 

Gandbi, 

And all 

Whose major chords 
Reverberate 

Throughout the world. 

Oh, listen, for 

Their lives ring true, 

And draw for us 

A note, tho’ small, 

Which yet will sound 

To pluck response 

From those around, . 
Until re-tuned our world will 


¢€ 
To God’s almighty harmony. 


PIT ITTIIITIiti iii iris Titi ii eriyii tility iti! 


To second Dr. Parker’s 


nomination 


An open letter to the Nobel Institute 


GENTLEMEN, 

I understand that the name of Dr. Alfred 
W. Parker, of Oakland California, USA, has 
been placed in nomination for the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 

It gives me pleasure to second his nomina- 
tion and to call your attention to his quali- 
fications for this prize. 

It seems to me that the selection com- 
mittee errs if it gives attention only to those 
nominations of famous people who are 
known the world over. Statesmen make 
contributions to world peace—but so do 
common people. 

The work of a man like Dr. Parker may 
not attract great attention in the world, yet 
it is a dedicated effort of a life given wholly 
to the cause of building peace, brotherhood, 
and understanding. Without such a founda- 
tion among the people of the world, the 
statesmen would labour in vain to erect a 
political structure to guarantee the ending 
of war. 

The committee, instead of pessimistically 
reporting each year that it can find no one 
worthy of the Nobel Prize, might well con- 
template the advantage of singling out for 
recognition one humble citizen who has 
voluntarily, and at great personal cost, 
laboured to do what he can to bring about 
the conditions that must exist before true 
peace can come to this world. 


Dr. Parker is such a man. He is typical 
of the thousands of common people who 
labour for peace. As long as there are such 
men as he, the committee is foolish to say 
it can find no one in this world worthy of 
the Nobel Prize. 


If they could not find a prominent poli- 
tician the last two years, perhaps they are 
right, but if they would, for once, stop try- 
ing to honour those to whom honours by 
the thousands come and honour some 
humble person to whom little honour or 
recognition is ever given, their efforts would 
be crowned with success and that Nobel 
Prize might have more effect in encouraging 
people to work for peace than all the prizes 
thus far awarded, 


With that observation I second the nomi- 
nation of Dr. Parker—GLENN D. EVERETT, 
Religious News Service, 926 National Press 
Bldg., Washington, DC, USA. 


SPEAKSBOU Es 


LAWRENCE SCOTT, a Quaker who 


was born and reared in the Little 
Dixie section of Missouri, has written to 
President Eisenhower asking him to 
“speak out” on the violences and dis- 
turbances in the Southern States. 


“Tam not writing to urge that you deal with 
the evil-doer by means of violence,” he said. 
“ The Christian Saints at Koinonia Community, 
at Montgomery, and all through the South 
would not want you to use the power of the 
Government to deal with the evil-doer in 
violence. But, your position of popularity and 
power as head of the Government could do 
much to bring sanity to the South if you 
would speak out in firmness and compassion 
for that which is just and right. 


“T cannot imagine Abraham Lincoln keeping 
silent at a time like this. He would speak with 
a persuasion of compassion which marked him 
as a great man. I had profound disagreement 
with Harry Truman’s foreign policy when he 
was President of the USA, but he was a man 
of the highest courage, and I cannot imagine 
him remaining silent at a time like this.” 

Of those who are causing the strife in the 
South, he writes: ‘They are products of an 
ungodly culture and archaic system of human 
relations. The most rabid are mentally sick and 
should be objects of our compassion. But, 
your position and place of leadership in this 
nation lays upon you an obligation, to God and 
neighbours, to speak out.” 
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GET YOUR COPY NOW— 


NAME 


eee eeererenereeseeseccoresesescaseseres® 
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222 Strand, London, W.C.2. 
Subs: 6 months 16s. 12 months £1 12s. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


End these tests 


TT is not in any argumentative or tendentious 
AL spirit that I write to express my concern 
that the leader in Peace News, March 1, 
should appear to be supporting the ending of 


H-bomb tests on the, grounds only of their 


danger to the human race. 

Scientists disagree as to the extent of the 
danger and in any case have known for years of 
the danger inherent in the use, for the purposes 
of saving life, of radio-active instruments, 

That there is cumulative danger is prob- 
ably without question, but if the Government 
yielded to the present pressure to forego the 
Christmas Island test, nuclear weapons would 
still be in existence and no doubt the British 
Government could have, may even already 
have, H-bombs without making a test. The 
tests are there to prove possession. 

The need to prove possession derives from 
the basic reliance upon the use of war in the 
game of power politics. 

The real danger surely lies in the utter im- 
morality of the H-bomb itself ; the removal of 
the tests just as such, and because they are 
dangerous, does not, and will not, touch that 
danger at all. 

It is very shaky ground to base a pacifist 
protest upon fear; there is only one sure 
foundation and that is an objection upon moral 
grounds to the weapons themselves within the 
context of a demand for disarmament.— 
SYBIL MORRISON, 6 Apollo Place, London, 
S.W.10. 


This letter is referred to in the leading 
article on page 2.—Ed. 


Ghana’s guests 


JN your report on ‘‘Ghana’s guests” it is 
stated that ‘“‘ Egypt was not invited because 
she broke relations with Britain over the in- 
vasion of Suez.” How very odd of Egypt! I 
rather believe Poland ‘“ broke relations with 
Germany” when invaded in 1939, 

Comment is surely superfluous.—ETHEL 
MANNIN, Oak Cottage, Burghley Rd. 
London, S.W.9. 


U.N. and the Blocs 


Hl DISAGREE in toto with Martin Jackson’s 
statement that ‘‘ peace” will come when the 
machinery for it exists. 

There is plenty of “machinery” for ‘‘peace” 
but the will to disarm and get together is 
resisted everywhere by the top dogs and brass 
hats, the stupid and the respectable of this 
world. : 

A mass fefusal to pay taxes for war would 
undoubtedly get in the way of Harold’s and 
Bobbity’s plans to spread cancer and leukaemia 
all over the world via H-bomb tests—-RHODA 
CLARKE, Brixham. 


C.0.’s organisation 


MAY T be permitted to appeal through your 
- columns for new members of the Con- 
scientious Objectors’ Organisation for the 
Alleviation of Suffering 2? COOAS was founded 
in 1955 and members, all of whom are COs on 
alternative service, send monthly donations of 
any amount, however small, which are sent on 
to a dozen or so organisations active in the field 


As this is a free service, we reserve the right to select for publication 


of constructive peace-building (e.g., in refugee 
work and the fight against disease). 


COOAS seeks to provide COs with an 
Opportunity for corporate witness in addition 
to whatever service they are already offering, 
which can help to further world peace, to 
alleviate the world’s suffering, and in some 
small measure to counter the public suspicion 
aroused by the term “conscientious objector.” 
New members are urgently needed if COOAS 
is to continue effectively, and I shall be happy 
to supply further information to any COs 
interested in membership.—_ JOHN H. 
PREVETT (Sec.), FAU International Service, 
“Tunmers,” Chalfont St. Peter, Bucks. 


“Kill not” 


YOUR interesting account of the “ Pacifist 
community threatened in US South ” (P.N., 
February 8) and the damage to their “250 
dollar refrigerator meat case” was a sad 
reminder of the thoughtlessness of many, 


How can world peace stand a chance when 
pacifists join the ranks of those who wage 
unceasingly a frightful war against harmless, 
helpless animals so dependent on man’s com- 
passion? 


Have not great Masters always taught the 
oneness of all life? If the command “ Thou 
shalt not kill’ were intended to apply to man 
alone, why was it not so worded? 


In the immortal words of “The Light of 
Asia”: 
“ Kill not—for pity's sake— 
and lest ye slay 
The humblest thing upon 
its upward way” 
—GERALD CURTLER, § Hill Ave., Worcs. 


Passive resistance 


IHE News Chronicle, February 20, says, in 
= speaking of the Africans in Johannesburg 
who are boycotting the buses: 


“With 156 of their leaders under arrest they 
are also falling back on the last and most 
powerful weapon of the otherwise defenceless : 
passive resistance , , . Against mobilised passive 
resistance, legislation, repression and police are 
in the long run useless.” 


I have written to the News Chronicle, point- 
ing out that this is the argument of we who 
are pacifists. Let us press home this lesson in 
every possible way.—BRYAN J. FAIR, 89 
Abbeville Rd., Clapham, S.W.4. 


Parties to defence 


AFR. LEAPER asks “ does the Labour Peace 
AYE Fellowship think it will have better luck ” 
than Keir Hardie and George Lansbury in try- 
ing to lead the Labour Party to Pacifism?” 
(PN, February 22). 

It may surprise him if we say that we are 
having better luck (if luck is the correct term?). 

The atmosphere and conditions in the Party 
are vastly different from the days of both 
those personalities, and different again from 
1945-1950. 

We in the LPF try not only to lead the Party 
to pacifism, but also to seek acceptance and 
support for pacifist ideas, 


As for Joan Whittington’s letter : however 


well-meaning the Fellowship Party is, it cannot 
hope, with its tiny membership, to effectively 
propagate its ideas except to a very few of the 
electorate. 


We accept that the Party’s record on arma- 
ments, the H-bomb and conscription was 
deplorable, but nevertheless pacifists kept on 
working for an alteration of party policy. Who 
is to say, looking now at the policy of the 
party and its attitude during the Suez War, 
We the party’s policy has not changed for the 
etter, 


We in the LPF feel that some of the credit 
for this is due to the efforts of pacifists and 
peace lovers working within the Labour Party. 
I can assure you it is nor due to those knocking 
from the outside! 


I appeal once again, as I have done before 
in your columns (not without some subsequent 
success) to pacifists to join the Labour Party 
and LPF and not dissipate our efforts for 
world peace in our lifetime. Remember time is 
not on our side.—TERENCE J. COMERFORD, 
46 Robin Hood Way, Greenford, Middx. 


JN answer to S. E. Parker, may I state that 

my letter to Peace News was not intended, 
as he suggests, to be an answer to Terence 
Chivers’ questions regarding power and its use 
by pacifists? Nor do I now intend to engage in 
discussion which, however necessary in the 
right place and at the right time, I personally 
feel is a dissipation of energy which could be 
put to better use for the cause of pacifism. 


My letter, albeit imperfectly composed, was 
an appeal to pacifists, in view of the monstrous 
perils now facing humanity, to search their 
consciences and decide for themselves in which 
direction their activity should be employed. I 
mentioned in passing some of the things some 
pacifists are doing. 


I entirely agree with Mr. Parker that there 
must be a change of heart in the individual 
but, having experienced the change, the indi- 
vidual must feel the duty upon him to witness. 
How ? In one’s own conduct obviously, but 
surely there must be a place for evangelism. 

One of the mistakes made by many pacifists 
is to imagine that total conversion to pacifism 
in its fullest sense can be achieved in one step. 
More usually, in fact, people may be helped 
to a change of heart by simple yet fundamental 
examples of renunciation, and by being shown 
what they can do to bring it about. To expose 
the ordinary man-in-the-street to the pacifist 
case presented all too often by well meaning 
and sincere pacifists would, I say with great 
respect, cause him to take flight or subject 
him to an attack of verbal indigestion from 
which he would never recover, Such an 
approach does not help the cause of pacifism. 

As a result of a religious experience I be- 
came a pacifist. In 1955 I felt moved to wit- 
ness by offering a pacifist alternative to the 
electors of South Lewisham and inviting them 
to approve this alternative by placing their 
cross In a certain place on the ballot paper. 
This step was taken by 1,400 people and, un- 
doubtedly, some of these thus took the first 
step towards a change of heart. 

I am sure that the guidance which prompted 
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that candidature was correct and that an effec- 
tive witness was made. Moreover, that was 
the view of many hundreds of pacifists who 
assisted other pacifist candidates and myself in 
various parts of the country. 


If the action was right then, quite obviously 
it must be nght for similar witness to be made 
on a national scale by the working together of 
all pacifists who feel similarly guided. 


I must apologise that, in writing from the 
heart rather than from the dictionary, I used 
the word “imposed” in my previous letter. 
Most people will, | am sure, understand that 
there is po sinister threat of force implied in 
the simple witness of a majority of pacifist 
electors, even though democratic convention 
would lead to their assuming the reins of 
government. But I can assure Mr, Parker 
that no Fellowship Government would use 
force as a sanction for its laws. 


One final word. My remarks concerning the 
Labour Party and reform from without were 
intended merely to imply that the Fellowship 
Party is not seeking power for itself but is 
anxious to see the establishment of the 
principles for which it stands by whatever 
possible peaceful means —JOHN LOVER- 
SEED, 63 Wilberforce Rd., London, N.4. 


DESPITE all that my critics have said, the 

fact remains that without the Labour Party 
not a single pacifist would be sitting in the 
House of Commons. Furthermore, they were 
able to express their views quite clearly during 
their election campaigns, and’ their opponents 
often did their best to make some capital out of 
it. There are also a number of Labour MPs 
who are not pacifists for whom the pacifist 
movement are forever grateful such as Fenner 
Brockway. 


I suggest that the Fellowship Party spend 
more time attacking the Tory Government in 
future, or much better still, working inside the 
Labour Movement for their pacifist ideas. Of 
course, the Labour Party took many decisions 
which pacifists opposed as well as many which 
we supported wholeheartedly, such as the inde- 
pendence of India and other Asiatic nations, but 
these can be discussed in the Movement so that 
members are aware of your views. The fact is 
that the majority of the British people are not 
prepared to accept pacifism and pacifists must 
exert their influence where it can be of most 
value. 

Are the Anglican pacifists going to resign 
because of the Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
astonishing speech on Capital Punishment ? 
Will the Methodists, Congregationalists, Presby- 
terians and Roman Catholics all resign’ from 
their churches because they are not pacifist ? 
Of course not, and pacifists must come out of 
the political wilderness, and work inside the 
Labour Movement, and make contact with the 
non-pacifists. Most members of the Labour 
Peace Fellowship are members of the PPU, 
FoR or Society of Friends, but realise that in 
the political field it is essential to be where their 
influence is of most value, inside the Labour 
Parties, the Co-ops and the Trade Unions.— 
oe BRIAN, 24a Breakspears Rd., London, 

.E.4, 


notices sent in. We nevertheless desire to make it as complete a service 
as we reasonably can, and therefore urge organisers of events to: 
1. Send notices to arrive not later than Monday morning. 


2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, street); nature of 
event ; speakers, organisers (and secretary's address) 


Friday, March 15 


BOWES PARK: 8 p.m.; Methodist Church, 
Bowes Rd., N.13. Debate with Southgate 
Young Conservatives, ‘‘ War can never be 
justified from the Christian standpoint.’? Chair- 
man, Rev. Reginald Brighton. Methodist Peace 
Fellowship. 

ELTHAM :! 7.45  p.m.; Progress Hall, 
Admiral Seymour Rd., Well Hall. Edith Adlam, 
“ Visit to Uzbekistan."' Peace Pledge Union. 

ILFORD: 8 p.m.; Congregational Church 
Hall, Woodford Ave. Film, ‘‘ Children of 
Hiroshima."" Fellowship of Reconciliation. 

LONDON, N.10: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Church Crese., Muswell Hill Rd. Harold 
Campbell (Asst. Sec. British Co-operative 
Party) ; Joseph Murumbi (Sec. Movement for 
Colonial Freedom); Denis Lovelace (Chair- 
man, North London Federal Union), ** Why 
War on want?”' Organised by North London 
Action Council for War on Want. Admis- 
sion free. Collection, 


Saturday, March 16 


GLASGOW: 3° p.m.; Community Ho., 
Clyde St. Sybil Morrison, *‘ Towards Perm- 
anent Peace."’ Discussion and tea. WILPF, 

LANCASTER: 3 p.m.; Friends Mtg Ho. 


John Burnet, National Council representative. 
Tea provided. Lakeland Area Mtg. PPU, 


Sunday, March 17 
DERBY: 3 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., St. 
Helen’s St. Stanicy Farrar, ** The Nature 
of Peace.’ SoF. 
WANSTEAD: 8.15 p.m.; Cambridge Park 
Methodist Chursh Hall, Cambridge Park. Film, 
“* Children of Hiroshima." FoR. 


Monday, Mareh 18 
LOUGHTON 1 7.45 p.m.; Wesley Hall, High 
Rd. Film, ‘ Children of Hiroshima.’ FoR. 


—$—<—<—— 
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Every week ~ 


SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 

LONDON: Weekend Workcamps, cleaning 
and redecorating the homes of old-age pen- 
sionera. IVSP, 19 Pembridge Villas, W.11, 


SUNDAYS 
HYDE PARK: 4 p.m.; Pacifist Youtb 
Action Group. Every Sunday. PYAG. 


MONDAYS 


SHIPLEY: 7.15 p.m.; Shipley Group in 
new premises in Labour Party Rooms, West- 


gate, Shipley. 
TUESDAYS 
MANCHESTER: 1-2 p.m.; Deansgate Blitz 
Sire. Christian pacifist open-air mtg. Local 
Methodist ministers and others. MPF, 
WEDNESDAYS 
KIDBROOKE: 8 p.m.; 141 Woolacombe 
Rd. Talks, plays, discussion, music, radio, etc. 
Fellowship Party. 
THURSDAYS 
LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Bush Road. E.10 and E.11 Group, PPU. 
LONDON, W.C.1t 1.15-1.45 p.m.; Church 
of St. George the Martyr, Queen St. Weekly 
lunch-hour Service of Intercession for World 
Peace. Conducted by Clergy and laymen of 
different denominations. 
LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
Dard Ho., 6 Endsicigh St. PYAG. 


Tuesday, March 19 


WOODFORD GREEN: 8.30 p.m; Ray 
Lodge Cong. Ch. Hall, Snakes Lane. Film, 
‘Children of Hiroshima.”’ FoR. 


Wednesday, March 20 

BLACKHEATH: 8.30 p.m.; 141 Woola- 
combe Rd. Play, ‘‘ Bidden to the Feast.” 
Fellowship Party. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m.; Friends Int. 
Centre, 32 Taviotock Sq. ‘‘ The Third Way in 
1956 and 1957." Public discussion opened 
by Brooke Marvin. Third Way. 

SOUTHEND: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
18 Dundonald Drive, Leigh. ‘ The Work of 
the International Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion."” Speaker, Rev. Ernest Best, MA, BD 
(Gen. Sec.), Fellowship of Reconciliation. 

WALTHAMSTOW ¢ 8.15 p.m.; Wood Street 
Cong. Ch., Vallentin Rd. Film, ‘‘ Children of 
Hiroshima.” Fellowship of Reconciliation. 

Thursday, March 21 

ALTON: 7.30 p.m.; Hillcrest, Windmill! 
Hill. Inaugural mtg. Alton Gp. PPU. 

LONDON, W.C.1: 7.30 p.m.; Dick Shep- 
pard House, 6 Endsleigh St. Jack Robinson, 
“ Anarchism and Pacifism."" PYAG. 

CHINGFORD: 8 p.m.; North Chingford 
Meth. Ch., Station Rd. Film, ‘* Children of 
Hiroshima." Fellowship of Reconcillation. 

Friday, March 22 

SOUTHEND: 8 p.m.; Avenue Baptist 
Hall, Milton Rd., Westcliff, “Halt the 
H-bomb tests." Dr, David Stark Murray. 
(Pres. Socialist Medical Assoc.) Southend 
Peace Council. 


Saturday, March 23 

SOUTHAMPTON: 3 p.m.; Friends Mtg. 
Ho., Ordnance Rd. Area Mtg. 6.30 p.m.; 
Allen Skinner, ‘' Paciflsm in the World today.”’ 
Southern Area. Peace Pledge Union. 

Sunday, March 24 

DERBY: 7.15 p.m.; Friends Mtg, Ho., 
St. Helen’s St. Kathleen Lonsdale, ‘' Science, 
Politics and Peace.”” FoR. 

HIGHAMS PARK: 8.15 p.m.; Highams 
Park Baptist Ch. Cavendish Rd. Film, 
“* Children of Hiroshima.’’ FoR, 

LONDOON, W.C.1: 3.30 p.m.; Friends Int. 
Centre, 32 Tavistock Sq., Euston. Discourse, 
Robert Steele, ‘* Sarvodaya, the Welfare of 
All," PPU Religion Commission. 

LONDON, W.C.2: 7.30 p.m.; Kingsway 
Hall. Procession of pacifist witness through 
West End. Standing Joint Pacifist Committee. 

Monday, March 25 

ILFORD: 8 p.m.; Friends Mtg. Ho., 
Corner Albert Rd. and Cleveland Rd. Film 
“Children of Hiroshima.” FoR. 

Tuesday, March 26 

L@NDON, N.W.i: 7 p.m.; Friends Ho., 
Euston Rd. “The Failure of Violence—the 
Challenge of Pacifism.” Leslie Hale, MP, 
Marjorie Lewis, Kathleen Lensdale, DBE, DSc, 
FRS, Martin Niemoller, DD. Chair. Donald 
Soper, MA, PhD. Standing Joint Pacifist 
Committee. 

Wednesday, March 27 

BLACKHEATH: 8.30 p.m.; 141° Woola- 
combe Rd. “ Pacifist Crusade in Woolwich.” 
Planning and start of campaign. Ronald 
Mallone, BA, Stanley Bishop. Fellowship 
Party. 

HULL: 7.30 p.m. 6 Bond St. Gp. 
business. Fellowship Party. 

LEYTONSTONE: 8 p.m.; Elliott Rooms, 
Aylmer Rd. Film, “ Children of Hiroshima,” 
Fellowship of Reconciliation. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


TERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per word, 
minimum 2s. 6d, (Box No. Is. extra). Please 
don’t send stamps in payment, except for odd 
pence. Maximum length 60 words. Address for 
Box No. replies: Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., N.4, 

LATEST TIME for copy: Monday morning 
before publication, 


Whilst the policy of Peace News is not to 
restrict. any concern or individual! from 
advertising in these columns, it must be noted 
that we do not necessarily share the views 
nor the opinions of all our advertisers. 


ACCOMMODATION 


HOMELY ACCOMMODATION and _ Jolly 
good food to visitors and permanent guests. 
CANonbury 1340, Telkea Shayler, 27 Hamilton 
Pk., N.S. 


GERMAN retired teacher and wife wishing 
to improve Knowledge of English and gct first- 
hand knowledge of English life, thought, re- 
quire accommodation for 6 months England, 
Scotland. Propose paying for lodging by giv- 
ing German lessons Suggestions to Karl 
Struve, Weniorf C/Hamburg, Zollnerkoppel, 
Germany. 


FOR SALE 


EXTENSION LADDERS, special discount, 
winter sales. A. Roberts, 12 Clare Rd., 
Cardiff. 


WHAT ARE YOUR commercial and per- 
sonal stationery needs ? HOUSMANS 
STATIONERY DEPT, can deat with them. 
Plain postcards, 2s. 
envelopes 6 x 34 in., 21s. per 1,000 box; 
manilla, 149. 6d. per 1,000 box; white bank 
paper 10 x 8 in., 9s. per 4500 sheets; 
newswrappers 10 x § in., 19s. per 1,000, 2s. 
3d. per 100; plain economy labels 44 x 33 in., 
14s. 6d. per 1,000, 1s. 8d. per 100. AH post 
free. Harley Bond Writing Pads, etc., from 
6d. each, postage extra. All profits to Peace 
News. Write or call HOUSMANS 
STATIONERY DEPT., 3 Blackstock Rd., 
London, N.4. 


LITERATURE 

BOOKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION are 
available from Housmans Bookshop. Profits 
on sales help Peace News. Why not order all 
your books from Housmans, 3 Blackstock Rd., 
London, N.4? 

QUAKERISM. Information and Uterature 
feapecting the Faith and Practice of the Reli- 
gious Soctety of Friends, free on application 
to the Friends’ Home Service Committee, 
Friends’ House, Euston Rd., London. 


PERSONAL 


AUBREY BROCKLEHURST, qualified 
watchmaker, offers wide selection of new 
watches with genuine guarantees. Enquiries 
welcomed: articles sent on appro. All types 
of watches, clocks, and jewellery repaired. Old 
gold or silver purchased. 6 Endsleigh St., 
London, W.C.1. Tel.: EUSton 5501, 


PARENTCRAFT, A _ correspondence course 
for parents on how to bring up children. For 
information send S.A.E. Dept. L. BCM/ 
CHILD, London, W.C.1. 


UNITARIANISM : for those who desire 
reason and tiberty in belief. Information trom 


Postal Mission, 14 Gordon Square, W.C.1. 


WAR RESISTERS' International welcomes 
aifts of foreign stamps and undamaged air 
mail covers. Please send to WRI, Lansbury 
House, 88 Park Ave., Enfield, Middlesex. 


WE CAN HELP YOU. Use these columns 
to advertise your services, sell your products 
and seck your needs. Write to the Advertise- 
ment Manager, Peace News, 3 Blackstock 
Rd., London, N.4. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 

URGENT.—Someone needed to take care 
of successful flatlet house in Kensington if 
owner goes to Pacific on H-test protest. 
Accommodation, small salary, and a share in 
the protest. Tel.: FRE 4596. 

PEACE NEWS OFFICE {[S OPEN up to 
9 p.m. every Wednesday evening for the sale 
of books and stationery, and for voluntary help 
with the despatch of Peace News. Visitors 
welcomed. (Mon, to Fri. 8.30 a.m. to 5.30 
p.m.) 3 Blackstock Rd. (above Fish and Cook, 
stationers), Finsbury Park (near sta.), N.4, 


Please .... 
use block letters when 


writing names and 
addresses for the Diary or 
classified advertisements, 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 
BOOK-KEEPER-ACCOUNTANT available 


Part-time. Pasadena, California, USA. 
SYcamore 7-5463. 
HOLIDAYS 
BARMOUTH, MERIONETH, WALES. 


Marine Mansion Private Hotel, at sea’s edge. 
A.A. and R.A.C. Miles of sands, lovely in- 
land walks. Terms 9 to 12 guineas. Brochure 
from P. N. Jackson. 

BOURNEMOUTH = (Boscombe). Friendly, 
comfortable private hotel, near sea. Ordinary 
and vegetarian food, Norah Bailey, Court 
Green, Glen Rd. Tel. Boscombe 33621. 

CARAVAN OR CAMPING SITES. Main 
water, producc, 13 miles sea. 8 to Spiceland 
Mtg. Ho. Details from Edwin Smart, 
Dunkeswell, Honiton, Devon. 

CARDIGAN BAY. Sea and mountains. 
Vegetarian guest house in National Park. 6 
ans. Trevor and Mary Jepson, Brackenhurst, 
Fairbourne (Tel. 226) Merioneth. 


CORNWALL, Carbis Bay. Board, residence, 
Comfortable, convenient. Lovely beach. Bain, 
2 Mayfield Terrace, 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS: “ The Briars’’ for 
happy country holidays in friendly atmosphere, 
Brochure from Mr, and Mrs. Heymans, Crich, 
n/r Matlock. 

FRINTON-ON-SEA. Gem of East Coast. 
Peaceful and happy atmosphere. Bathing from 
charming house, overlooking famous greens- 
ward, Vegetarian, food reform, Lilian and 
Aldo Vezza, Sandy Point, Esplanade. Tel. 691. 


MOSCOW WELCOMES YOU to the World 
Youth Festival in August! Holiday-of-a- 
lifetime for only £47 all-in. Sports, events, 
films, drama, music, free and open discussion 
with the youth of the world. Don't miss this 
great chance to see the world—and hear what 
it has to say! If you're under 30 write today 
(enclosing sae) for full details to Dept. P., 
British Youth Festiva! Commitice, 351 Gos- 
well Rd., London, E.C.1, 


NORFOLK COAST. Quiet village, Broads 
district ; excellent beach. Vegetarian and con- 
ventional catering, H, & C. all bedrooms. 
Woodbine Guest House, Sea Palling. Tel. 
Hickling 236. 


NORTH WALES. Vegetarian guest house, nr. 
mountains and sea. Lovely woodland garden. 
Brochure from Jeannie and George Lake, 
Plas-y-Coed, Penmaen Park, Lianfairfechan. 
Tel.: 161. 

POLAND, PORTUGAL, TURKEY, Send 
stamp (2}d.) H.F.S., 48 Dalston Lane, 
London, E.8. 


SWANAGE: Vegetarian Guest House, over- 
looking sea. Children welcomed. Own garden 
and farm produce ; home-made bread, cakes, 
etc. Waveney Park Rd. Phone 2804. 

TERRACOACH 4-berth caravan, centre of 
Selsey, secluded site, High St. End Kitchen, 
Calor Gas Cooker. Vacant after Easter to 
October. Apply 441 Cerad Rd., Sutton. Tel, 
Vig. 9735. 

VISIT THE LAKES for your holiday this 
year. Whether for a strenuous walking and 
climbing or restful holiday, Keswick is an 
ideal centre. Highfield Vegetarian Guest House, 
the Heads, offers first-class food, comfort and 
friendly atmosphere. Tel.: 508. Anne Horner. 


PEACE 


NEWS 


by POST or from a NEWSAGENT 


Postal Subscription Rates 


Great Britain s 
Ten wks. 5s.; 20 wks. 10s.; One yr. 25s. 
Abroad (Sea Mall) ¢ 
Twelve wks. 53.; 24 wks. 10s.; One yr. 21s. 
TRIAL SUBSCRIPTION FOR NEW 
READERS 1 
Home or Abroad : 2s. 6d. for eight weeks 
AIR MAIL SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
N. Africa and Middle East : 

Twelve wks. 7s; 24 wks. i4s.; One yr. 30s, 
India, S., E., and W. Africa, 
America and S.E. Asia: 

Twelve wks. 88.; 24 wks. 163,; One yr. 348. 
Australia and Far East 1 
Twelve wks. 99.; 24 wks. 189.; One yr. 38s. 
AIR EXPRESS EDITION 
to U.S. and all parts of America, from Peace 
News US Sales Office, c/o American Friends 
Service Commitee, 130 Braue St., Cambridge 
38, Mass. 


$5 year $1, 3 mnths 


PLEASE HAND THIS 


TO YOUR NEWSAGENT 
Please deliver PEACE NEWS 


to me weekly 
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(Newsagent's name) 
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Note to Newsagent—PEACE NEWS & 
published weekly as a national newspaper at 
the retail price of 4d. It is ebtainable by 
your wholesaler at the usual ratea from the 
Publishers, at 3 Blackstock Rd., London, N.4. 


“ From page one 


Page Six 


Stop this crime in Pacific 


“The debate is dramatising Japan’s oppo- 
sition to nuclear weapon tests,” said the 
NY Times report, “ especially when radio- 
active fall-outs are likely to drift to these 
islands from test sites. 

“The proposal for ‘direct action’ against 
nuclear tests, made at a meeting of the Japan 
Council for Prohibition of Atomic and 
Hydrogen Bombs, has been criticised by 
more conservative Japanese. 

“ However, the idea seems actually to have 
originated with a British pacifist journal 
called Peace News.” 

In London on Monday a member of the staff 
of the eight-million circulation Japanese news- 
paper, Asahi Shimbun, Mr, H, Nakajima, told 
Peace News that it seemed impossible to im- 
press on British opinion the strength of 
Japanese opposition to the continued manu- 
facture and testing of atomic weapons. 

The Japanese people did not want the ex- 
perience of Hiroshima and Nagasaki to be 
repeated anywhere else in the world. 

He raised the question as to whether British 
opponents of the test could themselves charter 
a vessel to sail into the cordoned-off area, 

Opinion in London shipping circles was that 
it might be possible to find a ship-owner in the 
Pacific willing to sail into the area, 


Report “out of date” — Liberals 


The Liberal Party have submitted a scien- 
tific statement challenging the Government’s 
estimate of the hazards involved in the forth- 
coming tests. 

Replying to a letter from the Prime 
Minister's Secretary, the Chairman of the 
Liberal Party Executive, Mr, Granville Slack, 
writes : 

Statements of the Government, repeated in 
your letter, that “firing will not take place 
under any conditions in which inhabited islands 
might be affected by radioactive materials,” is 
in complete conflict with scientific knowledge. 

H-bomb explosions carried out anywhere 
will raise the level of radioactivity everywhere. 
The Medical Research Council's report of June 
calls attention to these hazards. 

But, for the purpose of assessing the dangers 
from 1957 tests, it is out of date and irrelevant 
for the following reasons : 

1. Levels of strontium 90 given in the report 
were measured in 1955, when only four 
H-bombs had been exploded. Since then 
the USSR and USA tests bring the total, 
it is believed, to fifteen, 

2. High and rising levels of strontium 90 
measured in the USA six months ago give 
rise to grave concern to all who under- 
stand their significance. 


World’s most dangerous poison 


3. Because radioactive strontium has only 
recently been recognised, there is little 
direct evidence of the action of rising 
levels of this “most dangerous poison in 
the world,” acting for the 28 years of its 
active “ half-life’ on children, men, and 
women. The evidence from experimental 
animals demands the closest examination 
of the most up-to-date information. 

4.The evidence from irradiating flies and 
mice in a normal environment before the 
present level of strontium 90 was either 
reached or dreamt of, serious though it is, 
is very misleading when applied to the 
men, women, and children of 1957, with 
unprecedented rising world-wide radio- 
activity. 

5. The assumption that radioactive strontium 
acting inside the bones and bodies of 
human children, women, and men, is 
similar to the external radiation from X- 
rays and radium may prove to be dis- 
astrously wrong. 

Evidence available since the Medical Re- 
search Council's report was published, shows 
the lethal effects of the contamination of man, 
animals, and fish from radioactive material, 
thought to be free from danger, the letter 
continues. 

Scientists agree that genetic damage is being 
done by previous H-bomb tests and will be 
increased by the forthcoming British tests, 

Scientists are saying that the problem is a 
political and cthical onc, to be decided by the 
British Government, Parliament, and people. 

Before irreparable damage is done by the 
British tests it is essential for the Government 
to release the latest information, the letter 
concludes, as only Government _ scientists 
know this. 

“Hundreds of petition forms have gone out. 
Our campaign against the tests will go on for 
some months,” Liberal Party headquarters told 
Peace News on Tuesday, 

Professor Dame Kathleen Lonsdale has re- 
ceived an appeal from Japan signed by 400 
physicists. 


“All guilty” — Prof: Haddow 


Professor Haddow, has warned MPs “ We 
must not over-estimate the hazards, but also 
we must not underestimate them. I declare 
categorically the American, British, and 
Russian Governments have all been guilty of 
underestimation ” (of radiation hazards). 

Sir John Cockcroft, has given “a timely 
reminder of .. . the importance of keeping ex- 
posure to the minimum,” reports the New 
Scientist, February 28, 1957. 

_ Science for Peace declared last weck that “ it 
is clear that the tests made already are a threat 
to health.” 

In the USA the Council of the Society for 
Social Responsibility in Science has called for 
“full public hearings” from “all available 
experts on radiation dangers,” because of the 
present “ widespread confusion, bewilderment 
and apprehension.” 

The National Blood Research Foundation of 
Chicago has published an open letter to Presi- 
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at post office, Boston, USA. Published from 3 Blackstock 
Rd., London, N.4, by Peace News Lid. Printed by 
Pah & Cook Ltd, (T.U.), 135 Fonthill Rd., London, N.4. 


dent Eisenhower pointing out that it is expected 
that 15,000 people will die from leukaemia in 
1957 as compared with 8,102 in 1951. The 
letter is signed by Peace News reader James 
McCawley whose son was one of those in- 
cluded in the deaths recorded in 195], 

In Japan on March 1, anniversary of the 
Bikini test disaster which killed a Japanese 
fisherman, a three-hour rally in Tokio in 
opposition to the British tests was attended by 
2,000 people and many representatives of the 
Diplomatic Corps. 

‘They heard ex-prime 
Katayama declare : 

“It is we Japanese people baptised by 

A and H-bombs who have the right to speak 

out against the use, test and manufacture 

of these weapons.” 

Professor Yasui told the rally that the Japan 
Council Against A and H-bombs, of which he 
is secretary, now has the support of over 34 
million Japanese citizens. He has since pro- 
tested to the Soviet Union against their test 
explosion made last week. 

The rally declared that the British tests 
“cannot fail to endanger world peace... We 
appeal to our Government to take strong 
action to have the tests stopped. We appeal 
especially to the British people to join our 
common struggle against these weapons,” says 
a report sent to Peace News by Professor 
Shingo Shibata. 

A similar rally was held in Hiroshima and 
was attended by many victims of the 1945 
atom bombing, reports the editor of Oomoto 
in a message to Peace News, 


minister Tetsu 


Message from Japanese women 


“Do your utmost... to stop, at least, the 
approaching test explosion.” 

‘These were the concluding words of a second 
appeal to the British Section of the Womens 
International League for Peace and Freedom 
from the Japanese section, released in London 
last week by Professor Dame Kathleen Lons- 
dale, President of the British WILPF, 

“We are pleading with you to stop it not 
only because of the actual damage from the 
test, but also because we hope you understand 
the use and test and making of nuclear bombs 
are sin for mankind,” say the Japanese. 

Two organisations closely linked with the 
Communist Party, The National Assembly of 
Women, and the British Peace Committee, are 
urging their members to campaign against the 
tests, the Daily Worker reports, 

The British Peace Committee has asked all 
its local committees to organise at least one 
poster march on the week-end of March 23-24. 
This is the week-end when British pacifist 
organisations are arranging demonstrations in 
connection with the rally at Friends House, 
London, to be addressed by Dr. Donald Soper 
and Pastor Niemoller. 


Uist: a mora! lead 


The following letter concerning the objec- 
tion to a proposed rocket range on Uist in 
the Hebrides, was sent to the Manchester 
Guardian by Stuart Morris, General Secre- 
tary of the Peace Pledge Union. 


OUR leader on the rocket range protests 

voices a suspicion that the present 
agitation is misdirected. Whatever grounds 
the crofters may have for protest because 
of misunderstandings about the scheme, or 
of the disturbance which will be caused to 
them personally, their protest would be 
much stronger if based on the danger in 
which all mankind stands so long as the 
threat of nuclear war remains, 

A moral lead based on a conscientious 
refusal to tolerate preparations for any 
nuclear warfare is one which the clergy 
involved should be expected to give, and if 
the moral objection was to be followed by 
non-violent resistance to the scheme by a 
refusal to co-operate in the Air Ministry's 
plan, the crofters can be assured of the 
sympathy and active support of a large 
number of people. 


Military intelligence 


The Defence Ministry announce that in 
future all the National Anthem will be played 
at a salute for the Duke of Edinburgh, instead 
of only six bars. 

An Associated Press report from Bonn on 


February 14, 1957, states that Germany’s 


new soldiers are to be trained to “respect the 
honour and dignity of man.” 


NOT SABOTEURS 


QUR Correspondent in West Virginia, US, 
Richard Baker, points out that the word 
“saboteur ” was wrongly used by him in his 
report of February 8 in connection with the 
burning of a house at Koinonia Farm. He 
should have used the word “ terrorist,” since 
“sabotage is damage done from within an 
organisation and all the damage done to 
Koinonia has been done by outsiders.” 
His latest report appears on page one. 


PEACE NEWS 


March 15, 1957 


SYBIL MORRISON 


THIS WAR GAME 


With the fresh divisions and new drafts from England, the tanks, guns, aircraft 


and transport . . 


. his (Lord Alanbrooke) chosen general (Montgomery) had been 


given the tools for the job ... For three days everything went according to plan... 
after a week's hard slogging and ten thousand casualties the offensive seemed little 


nearer its goal. 


~—THE TURN OF THE Tipe, Arthur Bryant. 


... may God give you all the help and assistance you may require, God bless you 
and the best of luck in your great enterprise. 


—Letter from “ Brookie” 


E book from which I have quoted 

will, undoubtedly, be widely read, 
largely for its revelations about Winston 
Churchill as Prime Minister and war 
leader (an aspect with which my fellow 
contributor, Emrys Hughes, deals on 
page four), and there may, therefore, be 
few who will read it with the dismay 
with which it might be expected to inspire 
thoughtful people. 


It reads like the instructions for a rather 
intricate parlour game, a game where, by 
adroit and secret moves, one side endeavours 
to outwit and take advantage of the other, 


Viscount Alanbrooke’s Diaries, on which the 
book is based, describe this game in. consider- 
able and macabrely fascinating detail, though 
it tends to read a little like the jottings of a 
sixth form boy in which he himself proves to 
be, invariably, in the right. 

The above passage from a letter reads 
exactly like one sixth form boy to another on 
the eve of an important school match. Perhaps 
the only difference is that while wishing the 
captain of the team “the best of luck” it is 
unlikely that the intervention of the Almighty 
to assist the score would have been sought, 

In this letter, written just before the Eighth 
Army's renewed battle with Rommel in the 
desert, God seems to be called in as a sort 
of Aide-de-camp who would give assistance if 
required, but, apparently, not otherwise. It is 
possible, of course, that Rommel also may 
have been applying for assistance to the same 
source } : 

“The tools for the job” is a nice sounding 
phrase, conjuring up a picture of spanners and 
screwdrivers and screws, but in reality it was 
not only guns and tanks and ammunition, but 
tens of thousands of men; to call them “ divi- 
sions” and “drafts” instead of mep is, no 
doubt, designed to ease the fact of their death, 
their wounds, and their annihilation, : 

During the war it proved to be less alarming 
and hurtful to refer to those drowned as so 
many tons of shipping, and those buried under 
the rubble of their homes as so many houses 
destroyed. : 

It is, perhaps, only possible for ordinary men 
to play this war game if, in fact, they do be- 
have as though it were only a game, and as the 
generals pore over their maps and charts it 
may be essential to their efficiency to think of 
their moves in terms of little flags and not as 
human beings with flesh to be torn asunder 
and bones to be smashed to pieces. ; 

That war calls for a particular kind of brain 
and intelligence in its generals concerning itself 
only with forestalling enemy moves and not 
with human suffering and a particular kind of 
unquestioning obedience from its armies, is 
made so clear in this book that it ought to 
raise doubts even in the minds of the most con- 
vinced militarist. 

Now that modern weapons have altered the 
whole pattern of military strategy and made it 


Prisoners from 
Bahrain 


ILLIAM WARBEY, MP, is to continue 

his battle for the release of three citizens 
of the independent sheikdom of Bahrain now 
prisoners on St. Helena, British colony 6,000 
miles from their homeland. 

The British Government removed these men 
(after a trial which was secret so far as the 
British people are concerned) through the use 
of what Mr. Warbey has called “ very dubious 
procedural devices.” " 

The men were convicted of plotting to 
murder the ruler of Bahrain and his British 
adviser. ; 

In an article in Tribune last week, William 
Warbcy described the trial of the three men 
as “a complete farce,” and the prisoners as 
“comparatively moderate leaders of local 
public opinion who at first asked only for a 
modern political constitution.” 

In the House of Commons last week William 
Warbey warned the Government that if they 
continued to ignore the desire of educated 
Arab people for civil liberty and political ex- 
pression while at the same time supporting 
“the feudal, despotic rulers of those territories 
. .. they are headed for a disaster which, in 
the long run, may be even greater than that of 
Suez.” 

“Bring these men back from St. Helena to 
Bahrain,” Mr. Warbey urged. ‘Do not make 
them the Tolpuddle martyrs of Arabia. Bring 
them back to their homeland. See to it that 
they get a fair trial in open court, before im- 
partial judges and before the public opinion of 
their own country and of the world.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Vera Brittain, the British writer and a sponsor 
of the Peace Pledge Union will be leading 
an American Friends Service Committee 
Deerfield, Massachusetts, during the week- 
end study group at Woolman Hill, March 


Braziers Park, a school of social research 
at Ipsden, Oxon, are running a series of week- 
end courses from March to May. Amongst a 
colourful, varied schedule which includes play- 
ing the guitar and square dancing, are dis- 
cussions on such subjects as ‘The Fallacy of 
Freedom in Child Education”, “The Future 
of Politics”, and “ The Art of Living”. 


“Rule out the use of force in relationships 
between nations; rule in ways of co-operation 
by trust and goodwill” is the wording of a 
poster recently issued by the Northern Friends’ 
Peace Board. 

“Cry the Beloved Country,” by Alan Paton, 
abridged by Audrey Lucas will be read by 
Carleton Hobbs as a ‘“‘ Book at Bedtime ” on 
the Light programme of the BBC beginning 
on Monday, March 18. , 

A national petition of protest against the 
erection of the guided missiles range on 
Uist may be obtained from Mr, A, S. Bruce 
at 109 Blaxland House, White City, London, 
W.12. 


to “Monty”, THE TURN OF THE TIDE. 


possible for one man alone perhaps to launch 
a weapon which would completely destroy a 
whole town thousands of miles away, the con- 
ception of this game played by generals be- 
comes still more remote from reality. 


If it is possible to think of ten thousand 
casualties as loss of “a division” or “draft” 
and not as a loss of life or limb, how much 
more possible to think of a town 5,000 miles 
away as a town “wiped out” and not as a 
million people dead and dying. 

The endurance and courage that is called for 
in these long drawn out battles in fields and 
deserts, on beaches and the high seas, will no 
longer be needed, for such qualities are not 
required in order to press a button, 

Imagination, even when targets were nearer, 
has never been permitted in any case; it is 
when it breaks loose from the manacles of 
military discipline that men and women be- 
come conscientious objectors to the whole 
cruel and immoral business. 

Perhaps this book may awaken some con- 
sciences to the utter futility of believing that 
these grotesque manoeuvres can settle the 
human problems with which the world is con- 
fronted today. 

If God's assistance is to be invoked it should 
be for those who would make the brotherhood 
of man a fact instead of a caption, and the 
Fatherhood of God a reality instead of a 
slogan. 


NEWBORN GHANA 


%& FROM PAGE TWO 


apparently only a minor if correct part in the 
total weck’s celebrations and much more must 
be done to create unity in, the country, 

Now that Ghana is free, defence and foreign 
policy become a function of the Prime Minister 
or his ministers. At least for the time being he 
announced that he will assume both portfolios. 

There is a struggle for the position of 
deputy to the Prime Minister. Chief candidates 
appear to be his two closest associates, K. 
Agbeli Gbedemah, Minister of Finance, and 
Kojo Botsio, Minister of Trade and Labour. 
One may become deputy Prime Minister and 
the other Foreign Minister, Foreign policy 
will not wait, however, the outcome of this 
decision. 

Already Ghana has been admitted as the 
eighty-first member of the United Nations, and 
in record time. Ghana will first establish diplo- 
matic relations with the Commonwealth, the 
United States, France, India, and Liberia, 

In a Press conference Nkrumah was especi- 
ally conciliatory toward the Union of South 
Africa. Although he said that “if I had my 
way I'd smash apartheid,” he indicated that 
Ghana would establish a High Commissioner’s 
Office in Pretoria. 

In an important foreign policy statement, 
Nkrumah on the eve of independence stated 
that his country ‘‘does not intend to follow 
a neutralist policy in its foreign relations, but 
it does intend to preserve its independence to 
act as it seems best at any particular time.” 
This means that Ghana will probably be more 
pro-English and pro-American than the Asian 
members of the Commonwealth, but more 
non-aligned than the United Kingdom, 

Already Russia and the United States are 
courting Ghana. America won the present 
round with the presence of Vice-President 
Nixon in Ghana for five days and the presen- 
tation of several gifts including a.2,000-volume 
technical library. The Russians sent to Ghana 
only an unknown Minister of State Farms and 
the rumoured Russian airplane and motorcar 
fleet has not materialised. 

Nkrumah announced that he will visit the 
United States, Canada, and India in the future, 
and perhaps Russia and China. 

The leaders of Ghana want to fulfil their 


"promises of a decade to help the pan-African 


movement. Yet with power comes responsi- 
bility, and Nkrumah indicated that the first 
step will be a conference of the independent 
countries of Africa; Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, 
Morocco, Liberia, the Sudan, Ethiopia, and 
Ghana, with possibly the Union of South 
Africa also invited. 

They would discuss common problems and 
try to develop an African approach. The many 
Nationalist movements existing within the 
European colonies of Africa (from Algeria to 
South Africa) would not be invited to this con- 
ference, but their leaders would no doubt 
attend as unofficial observers if they could 
leave their territories. 

Regional federation in Africa, or even West 
Africa, has many obstacles in a period of 
growing nationalism. For example, at Accra 
some deplored the absence of the top 
nationalist leaders from neighbouring Nigeria. 

Pan-Africanism can, however, at least mean 
the encouragement of independence and surely 
the birth of Ghana will hurry the gestation 
period for Nigeria, Uganda, and Algeria, 

What is the best conclusion from a week in 
Ghana? Michael Scott talking to Dr, Martin 
Luther King, Jr., said this: “It is quite clear 
that Ghana is not apartheid in reverse. This 
is not an exhibit of black nationalism, but of 
democracy and co-operation on a multi-racial 
basis.” 


I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 


SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis. of the Peace Pledge Union. 
Send YOUR pledge to 
P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 


Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh Street, W.C.I 
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